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MARC 1s integral part of transportation system —

Or e 1L The Cazette edions
alezed that elinunating the Boyds
and Dickersom MARC commuter
rail stations made sense, and that
the ounty has niot thought aboat
heawy b miesh the conunuter rail ling
with other parts of the Lransit sys-

tem (“When cuts n service actually ‘

tmake sorse ).

Lagree with my colleag e
N.:n(_\_ Florgen, who noted that
these stations have the patential far
St ficant ridership growth, espe-
h \H\ the Boyds station, w h;r\h 3 )
close to the soon-to-be-dev eloped
westside o) Clarkeburg ("Need for
more MARC serviee, not less, tore-
seen,” Jan. 4 letier),

The edikorial’s latter poiat is off
the mark theugsh. For more than two
decades the counby has bolstered
MARC servie by integrating it with
the rest of our transit systenn:

¢ [y the mid-198)s, the Rockville
MARC station was maved to collo-
cate with the Rockville Metro sta-
tion, along with casy transfors be-
i cen cammuater rail and Mf‘tlorall'

abor two decades the county’s
Ride-On syserm has ~erved the
mapor MARC stations, breging rd-
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ors o and frem thety hovne- o
workplaces. loday one can connect
to Rioc-Om oo any of seven
MARC stations.

oI 1992 the County Ceuneil
urged the stae to reiocate the Silver
Spring MARC ~tation at the iver
Spring Metro statton, which finally
was opened a few years ago.

o Als in 1992, the counal identi-
tied in the North Bethosda/ Ganret
Fark Master Plan the need for a new
MARC station at Montrose Crossing
i the burgreaning: Wile Flint area,

* An expanded Silver Spring
Transit Center is scheduled o open
in about two vears. It will link both
MARC and Metrorai. with many
mare bus routes, and to the master
planned Purple Line that wili run
from Bethesda to College Park and
New Carroliton

*Within the past decade signifi-
cant amounts of parking have been
added at the Cermanown and
Gaithuershurg MARC stations.

*For two decades the Corridor
Cities Transitway, which wilf run
from Shady Grove to Clarksburg,
has been mened with an infer-
modal station of Metropolitan

Caonp b state's careent plan for
the transitway inciudes this inter-
modal station ir s desipns

Last surmmer, the council recom-
miended 3 new MARUC siation ot
the Shadyv Grove Metro station and
2 stzable increase both to the num-
ber of trains and the number ol cars
per trafn running on the MARC
line These recommendations are in
the drafl shady Grove Sector Plan,
which is scheduled for larmal
adoption later this month

s The county has boer in the fare-
front of efforts to implement a univer-
=) SHMART card that sill be used e
terchangeably on all moces of public
transit, inciuding Metrora,
Metrobus, Ride-On and MARC

The county has always reong-
nuzedd the MARC line as one 0{ the
few exasting rights-of-way in which
WE AN prov ide a u:nguhon tree
cormumntrte, We should maximize Hue
appartuniry it affords ue.
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