Permit applicants
will have to plan

for runoff control
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Beginning next apring, Montgam-

ery County residents fm-
wuln building permits will

o provide lphn to confral naﬂu-

mesting in Rockville.
Council Member and bill author
Nanry Floreen said she originally
had expected the stricter permit-
ting requirement to pass easily. But.
it took a year and numerous revi-
alons for the ranoff legislation to fi-
mally get enough support.
Az passed, the bill applies to lots
smadler thon 15,000 square feel.
Floreen said calculations based
on a minimum of 000 square
feet were that 1,000 permits a year
would be affected. But on Tuesday,
ghe opted to take up fellow Coun-
cil Member Marihm sug-
gestion of 16,000 square feet or less,
mnuuﬂn rumber offected will
be hiigher.

Tn newslotiers to her constitu-
ents, Floreen has emphasized that
water runoff onto adjpcent proper-
ties ia one of the top concerns re-
layed to her office, hence the need
for the

“T hawe hunl and seen real bar-
rur stories. Someone bisdlds o pool and
two weeks later the peighbor has a
Inkem the baclgard. Afler & fee rie-
storm, a new house canses wabter in
the basement next door” she wrole
“1 was surprised to learn the county
does not require a gruding permil or
drainage fior s comstruetion
The bill will remedy that gap”

During the past year, the propos-
al also has been supported in its ba-
ahe form by various ity council of
ficers and mayors and citizens; the

specific requirements of residents,
Exact Mscal impact amounts for
the legisiation are unknown, but al-
fieiaks said that permit costs might
increpse 20 percent, equating toa
few af at loast $150,

At the foumcil’s meeting, mem-
bers also voted in favor of & propes-
nl — that drew the interest of envi-
ronmental groups — Lo strengihen
the coumty’s laws protecting “cham-
phon? Lrees, T
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