The Gazette

Councﬂ scrutinizes
its grants process
for nonprofit groups

n Goal is to make reviews fairer and easier to understand

On Tuesday, two County Couneil
commiitees continued work om
strearnlining how the council allo-
ciites money to nonprofit groups,

Council members agreed to a pro-
posed resolution that would recqire
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applicants to have a 501()(3) status;
Tequire a grands information forun in
famuary; and, most imporntany, direct
the Grants Advisory Group to submit
recommendations to the council
without nummbered rankings.

Some councit members and
nonprofits criticized the group for

unauthorized ivggs

the councl last

“We ate concerned about the
Igmnls review] panel, including wivo
sits on the panel, how evahusie
applications and how they report
their findings to the council, said
Habbi Sarah M. Meytin, assistant
director of the Jewish Community
Telations Cowncil. The ICRC does not
apply for county grants, bur helps at
least seven other Jewish organiza-
tions with the application process,

“Every year the pancl has gotten
away from lis udgma! goal of consol-
idating grant requests and helping
the councll,” Meytin said.

To avoid the problems, council

“champio ees,” the name given to
the largest tree of a species as deskg-
nasted by the county Forest Conservan-
cy District Board, The cusrent law cov-
ars only champion trees that are on a
large Iot ov in.a langer forest area.

“There is a larger problem that
was addressed in the public hearing,
which s that we are losing our tree
canopy ... this [bill] is a part of pro-
tecting that canopy. but we still have
more to do,” Denis said. He plans to
introduce broades legistation for the
next councl to consider.

The newdy created Porest Conser-
vation Advisory Committee use this
Iaw and uthers to develop a compre-
hensive plan for preserving county’s
tree canopy, said Councilwoman Nan-
o M. Floreen (DAt large) of Garrett
Park, chairwoman of the Transporta-
tion and Erviromment Committes,

Th law will be effective as soon
as the munly EXeCutive signs it.

sWater runoff: Also approved
Tuesday was & bill uiring builders
to use various methods to contain or
comvey water runoff,

The bill, sponsored by Horeen,
adldresses problems of water draining
From new corstraction siles onto exist-
ing properties. The lew takes effect
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*Cable rules: The mlmnl voted
to make the county’s cable commu-
law with federal

ded that appli
besomdnmmx:guma. then ranked
in tiers. But some membexs of the
Health and Human Services and
Management and Fiscal Policy Com-
mittees sqid the tier system is fawed.

“Tm concemned that the tiered
systern would lead to rankings, and
that it will end up driving the trend
Jof wehiich requests get funded),” said
Counciiman Stever: A, Sihverman (-
Arlarge) of Silver Spring.

Anaother concern is with finances,
said Councilwoman Marilyn |. Prais-
ner (1-Dist. 4) of Calverton, *There’s
always the issue of how much money
is avadable in any year,” she said. “The
seality is that these are grants and
there's not guaraniee tat anyone is
going to get the money untl we've
gone through the [hudget] process.”

Crganizations secking grants
st apply by Feb. 1.

The commil is also looking for vol-
unteers to serve on the Grants Adviso-
1y Group, Applicants cannot be a
member of a board or group that
apphies for funding, Deadling is Now, 9.

In other council news

+Oldest trees protected: The
council voted unanimeously on Tues-
hay 10 pass to for a bill protecting the
county’s oldest trees.

The legisiation, proposed by Prais-
ner and Howard A Demsm -Dist, 1) of
mvy(hm broadens the Forest con-

W a:nd. applies it to all
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and state laws.

Tuesday’s vote alko makes the
countys Cable Compliance Commis-
su.m a permanent panel, and ru;unes

with county
ts o have their annual finan-
cial statements certified and audited by
an authorized company ofices and cer-
tified public accountant. The Law was

tedl all the required information,

The changes come as the council is
seheduled 1o vive on a cable franchise
for Verizon. A public hearing is sched-
uled for Oct. 31, and the council’s Man-
agement and Fiscal Policy Committee
will review the agnsl:nmil on Nov. 13,

Needwood Dam

*Lake repairs:
Maryland-National Capital Parks
and Planming Commission is
fior $3.8 million to repair fissures an
other damage at the Lake Needwood
Dam in Rock Creek Regional Park.

During the downpours of late
Tune, the dam strained to contain the
Jake that reached 23 feet above its nor-
mal level. More than 2,400 people in
the Needwood area were evacuated
from their homes for almost 24 hours
when the dam threstened fo rupiure.

A public hearing on the appro-
priation was held Tuesday. The state
has required that myumr.h.murj::g
March, The Planning, Hrvumng
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