Arena being considered for
sports, high school graduations

Montgomery to begin
study in next few weeks

By Dena Levitz
Examiner Staffl Writer

Mantgomery County's Econom-
ke Development chief of staff con-
firmed Tuesday thot her office is
commissioning & feasibility stady
to determine if the county could nf-
ford to build 8 large multipurposs
mrena,

The somwwhat bush-hush study
— of which County Couneil mem-
hers said they were not aware un-
il Monday — is set o start in the
next few weeks and be completed
in late November, nccording to Tina

Mainly, the study grew from a
nead to find a sfzable indoor high

schoal gragdustion venue for coun-,

‘ty sehiwols; which sre getting more

populaied by the year Bul gradua.
tion events alone could not sustain o
masslve undertaking like an arena,
henee the need for resaprch, Bon-
jarmin sald.

“The first step is to determine
whelber there is a need, who the
potential users are, bow many
days a week it would be imsed,
whal revenue projections coukd
be,” she sald, “The resulis could
come back and say, “We're way off
base and don’l bave the marked for

ty's two fargest simdlarly themad
vemues are the Strathmore Center
in Bethesda amd 8 conference center
in White Flint, both of which hove
the capacity for & few thousand at-
tendees, Strathmore, though, is cen-
tered on performing arte concerts
arl the conference center is suited

for business events, which Benjamin

a3 “complelely dl!l'nb

characterined
ent kirsds of facHithes”

“W'hat we're thinking is that the
arena would be more for indoor
sporis, maybe oo shows,™ she aald.
“But we have to identify if the sport
i% lacrodse or whatl ™

Also to be determined i where
a possible arenn would go if, in fact,
the green light were given for the

project.

The study is boing handled by
the Maryland Stadium Autbority,
which will contrpct with Towson
Gtate University. Benjamin sald a
dollar pmount for the cost of the
research shoald be resched In the
Tt Witk

As for the secretive nature of the
study, she snid leaders in the recre-
sthon department and intergovern-
mental affairs division hoad been
brought up to speed and that she
assuwmed the councll knew about
the endeavor,

*“They can be invalved to the ex-
tent that they want from now an”*
Berjamln syid. :
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