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Superintendent pledges to dramatically
cut down on portable classrooms

By Dena Levits
Examiner Stafl Wriler

Mot ondy is it Important to have &
greal teacher in every Montgomery
County classronm, but there also
needs to be a great classroom [or
every teacher, superintendent Jer-
ry Weast said Monday as be pushed
an initlative o reduce the fumber of
portable classrooms by 68 percent
In the next =i vears,

Even though the county hns spent
a staggering $11 billlon on school
construction over the past seven
years, Weast said, his district has
the highest number of outdoor trail-
er classraoms in the state at 710,

“We know that these are not
mdie toa standard that we are hap-
py with for o permanent basiz. We
know that we kave gat to do better
he said at Takoma Park Elementa.
ry School, which has elght traflers,
"[The portables] are nol copdu-
cive to the educational opportuni-

ty, they're not wired for technology
«.. and they're not ae safe when you
have u sniper situation.”

That's whty he pledged, along with
County Council President Grarge
Leventhal, to find the money for his
plan no matter what.

Thee firs phase — vedving buld-
ing pne new school, reopening an-
other and modernizing 16 others
— has already been approved and
would reduce the mumber of teadl-
ers from T1% to ATL

It the second phase, which would
cost abaut $40 million, for which he
urged state leglsbators to increase
Mantgomery County funding, That
portion of the plan calks for the re-
maoval of unother 155 portables after
asertes of classroom sdditions and
building modifications ot Takoma
Park, East Silver Spring Elementa-
ry and other institutions,

Leventhal, whose son attends
Takoma Park Elementary, said the
portable clasgroom issue is one the
council specifically asked the school
svstem to tackle aggressively and

Irside a poriable classroom at Takoma
Park Elernentary School In Takoma
Park, M., Superimtendent of Mont.
Co. Schools Jerry Weast addresses
{the media about the County's plan 1o
reduce the numbser of portable class-
rooms by 6B%. - Lay Westcott/Esamine:

that the council will now do every-
thing pasaible to get funding.

"We are very publicty sticking our
necks out, but this k= an important
issue,” he said before pdding that the
state must now do its part.

Using bar graphs, Weast point-
ed pul the stale is contributing less
and less in construction funds to
the county. Deapite the fuct that the
state is supposed to provide 6 per-
cent of school construction money,
betwoen 1994 and 2000 the state's
ghare was 32,5 percent. and from
DM to 2007, 0 much smaller 18,5
percent.

In response, House of Delegates
member Charles Barkley insisted
that “you do have nn education del-
egutlon”

The challenge, according to Bark-
ley and fellow delegate Nancy King
s comvineing the kegisloture of such
a wealthy county’s Mnoncial needs.
The good news, Barkley said Man-
day, 18 that both pabernatorial can-
didates have promised to allocate
cloge to $400 milllon to statewlds
schoal construction, which would
ease the funding probdems.

King also snid she's drafting beg-
islation to require statewlds stan-
dards for portable classrooms.
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