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Plan Reduces

Temporary
Classrooms
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Montgonmy County School Su-

schiools.

. Portables, often unsightly and un-
‘pipular, have increased more than
threefold in the county in the past 10

'years, as the 139,000-student school

system has coped with rising enroll-
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years, Montgomery
schools had ?19 portables, an all-
time high and enough for three at ev-
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— driven by a

propr-
tiotrs time to get rid of these mo-
files,” Weast said, speaking at a
‘moiming news conference at Tako-

‘ma, Park Elementary School. “We
‘wom't have it again. . . . But we have
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The increase in portables at
Montgomery schools has brought a
corresponding surge in complaints
fmm parents, who disparage the
“structures as cramped spaces with
creahﬂoorsands‘lxlew
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officials announced a plan for reduce the

Less Portable

Montgomery County plans to reduce the numberof portable
classrooms by 68 percent during the next six years. The rise —
and projected fall — of these classrooms:

i T T T T T T T T T T
1957 '8 8% 00 01 02 03 4 ‘05 06 0T

SOURCE: Montgamery County Schanks

mold problems that were blamed for
illness among students and teachers.
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require rep
Had weather. They eat up campus
space, They leave children more ex-

in Potomag, three portables were
shut last year because of persistent

SEZES,

But Weast said it was time the
Montgomery school system moved
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declined a bit this fall, from 139,387

to 138,520, based on

data. He said he expects two to three

additional years of flat growth after

20 years of steady gains,
Weast said the reduction in port-

ables would occur in two phases.

are not yet funded, further reducing
portables to 229,

Leventhal said the county should
be able to pay for the effort, provided
that property assessments continue
to increase and drive up tax revenue.

“We're publicly sticking our necks
out here,” Leventhal said at the news
conference, “and telling you that
we're going to have two-thirds fewer
p:drgble classrooms six years from
k! "



