Two Charter
Amendments

Voters will determine whether
Council membership is part-time or

full-time.

By Mary Vause
THE ALMANAC

n Now, 7, voters will
have a chance to
decide whether ser-

"'n-i_,r vice on the County
Council should be considered a
full-time position, and whether
there should be a set tme limit for
the county executive 1o veto legis-
lation from the Council.

Two charter amendments were
recommended for the ballot by the
Chaner Review Commission, an
eleven-member, bl-partisan group
that reports to the County Coun-
cil in even-numbered years,

"We ask them to look at range

of issues and make recommenda- .

tions abour what should be on
ballot,” said Parrick Lacefield,
spokesperson for the County
Council.

Charter amendments can also be
petitioned onto the ballot with
10,000 signatures. Gerting a
countywide ref-
erendum onto
the ballot re-
quires 25,000

“I'm disappointed
that the judges

Register to Vote

The general election is Nov. 7, and
the deadline to register 1o voue is Oct
17. Call vhe Montgomery County
Board of Elscrions ar 240-T77-B500 or
vasit woww. 77 Tvote.org.

More Fieciion
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To catch up on political coversge and
read candidate questionnaires, visit
www potomacalmanac.oom and click
an the “Electian 2006” tab an the lafr.

ployment.

The Counell approved of putting
the guestion on the ballot by a 6.3
vote with at large Councilmembers
Steve Silverman (D), Nancy
Floreen (1Y) and Michael Subin (D)
opposing. s,

“The Charer Review Commis-
sion recognizes thar all of us are
working seven days a week as
Councilmembers," said Council
president George Leventhal (D-at
large). “It's just & recognition of
fact that all of us
are working sub-
stantially more
than 40 hours

signanires. Three per week] at our
ballor questions  pyloig) vt if jol
were posed in ] ”
the 2004 elec- SO MOL S0 O1 THE SECOND
tion. l t'{'_ on ballot question
the ballot, but | would allow the
IF PASSED, the ' __ Counry Council
first balloe ques- K ITOAY I eana IWAVS 1o legistate how
tion would make . many days the
Council member- dﬂ 1 hH'- agamin mmlsr'y H:Euti'lt
ship — which is f has o approve or
currently consid- two }'ﬂﬂrﬁ, VLo 4 measure
ered pari-time — Robin Ficker, passed by the
despite much tax activist and county Couneil. ~ "
longer hours — “It really hasn't
officially a full- excontive candidate |, sroblem,
time position. but it's one of
Though full-time status for those things that's may be seen as

Councilmembers does not guaran-
tec a pay increase, a Compensa-
tion Commission thar meets every
other year would tzke the starus
change into account when deter-
mining the salarles of the polle-
clans.

Councilmembers currently make
$79,721 per year, and the Council
president makes $87,694. In June,
several Councilmembers said they
oppose the status change because
It could lead to a pay increase and
could also discourage outside em-

unclear or that could be inter-
preved in different ways,” said
Lacefield. *So why not clarify it
now 5o there won't be any ques-
tions in the future?"

Leventhal said that he plans to
vote yes to both amendments but
added that neither are “super high
policy priorities.”

The text of the charter amend-
ments as they will appear on the
Now. 7 ballot:

See AMENDMENT, Pace 29



Ficker’s Tax
Amendment
Struck

Faom Pace 13

<+ “Amend Secrion 107 of the
County Charter to specify that mem-
bership on the Council must be con-
sidered a full-time position for the
purpose of setting Councilmembers'
ocompensation.”

<+ “Amend Section 208 of the
County Charter o clarify when the
County Council must send enacred
legislation to the County Executive
and when the Executive must act on
that legislation.”

ROBIN FICKER, an attomey and tax
activist from Boyds, has successfully
petithoned 20 questions onto the bal-
lot since 1974. He collected 13,500
signatures for an amendment thar
would have required the Council to
decrease property taxes if it raises the
“piggyback” income tax above 50 per-

oent.

1o revisions of state law that have been
revoked by the General Assembliy"
said Leventhal. “We don’t have a pig-
gyback rax anymore, so on the advice
of the county attorney we did not
place it on the ballot. Under state law,
[the county has] the right to deter-
mine if a proposed charver amend-
ment is consistent with stare law™

Ficker appealed, but on Thursday,
a county Circuit Court judge upheld
the Council's decision. Because the
ballot certification deadline has now
passed, there is not time for Ficker o
appeal a second time.

Ficker, who is running as an inde-
pendent for county executive, was
unperturbed by the ruling, which he
sajd stemmed from his use of “an
older, outdated definition™ of the
coufity income tax,

“I'm disappoinied that the judges
Juled that it should not go on the bal-
lot, but | kmow 1 can always do thar
again in rwo years," he said, “This dme
I'm on the ballot sanyway [as a candi-
date] so | can advance the cause per-
sonally of property tax. [ know voters
want to know what's in it for them,
;:fd I can guarantee property tax re-

Ficker said that several of his ballot
amendments over the last 26 years
have passed, including an amendment

ing construction or operation of
garbage dumps in a residential zone
and an amendment that eliminsted
long distance charges berween upper
Montgomery County and Prince
George's County and Northern Vir-
ginda,



