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Some county tax revenues
decline in first quarter

u Council vice president urges caution in budget discussions

Hevenues from county transfer
and recordation taxes in the first
quarter of the fiscal year are down 33
percent, com 10 the same tme
a a0, decline in revenises,

h are generated when houses
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are bought and sold, is being blamed
on a show howsing market.

“If the does not recover
and the housing market does not
improve it could result in about a 363
million revenue loss for the entire
year,” the county’s fimance direcior.
T L. Firestine, told the County
Council's Managememn and Fiscal

Committee on I the
continuwes, the impact is a $120
million hole over two years.”

To committee chairwoman Mar-
ilyn |, Praasner (D-Dist, 4) of Calver-
ton, the outlook means caution. " We
m whnnpaﬂmme lirl'l'i-; with the

wit jects
coming on lhe.aru:lhwmﬂcm
additional projects, because they
have both capital and operating
* she said.

Hut Firestine and analyst David
Platt said other revenue streams,
Indluding Income taxes, are ahead of
estimates and the housing market is
expected 1o recover,

The preliminary figures were
presented as part of one of two
ﬁmrq:uﬂlu:hemﬂlﬁ*&f-
ond 1t is due in March before the

begins l1s budged delibera-

Hons.

Puhlil:dﬂeiﬂulm If subsiclized
when It can be self-supporting”
said councl President George L. Lev-
enthal (D-At large) of Takoma Park.

The agreement allows the Hev-
enue Autharity to stop operating any
golf facility it determines o be a
drain on the system — except the
course at Little Bennett in Clarks-
burg, which cannot be clased umntil
its debt is paid.

Alternatives to close a course
must be presented to the Council
andemingBoard.

— MARGIE HysSLOP

Businesses recognized
als were honored with the 2006 Work-
force and Economic Development
awards at the county conference cen-
ter on Tuesday. The winners include
Freewebs, which received the Small
Business Awand: The Tower Cos. and
Lerner Emterprises, which won the
Ellp-ﬂﬂln o m:ndl.ﬁu
Pharmaceuticals it-
ed Themapeutics, which were given
with the Business Partnership Award;
Medimmune, which won the Eco-

Elmer Villatorn, who was named Par-
ticipant of Year; Salome Annde Mar-
tin, the Serdor Participant of the Year;
Ha Do, the Disability Participant of
the Year; Elisa Rubo, the Youth Par-
ticipant of the Year; and Lisa Cuogzzo,
who received with the Workforce
Leadesship Award,



Senior property tax credit

On Tuesday, the council approved,
8-0, an additional property tax credit
Tor bow-income homeewners who are
at beast 70 years obd and who qualify
for the county supplement to the state
circuit breaker tax credit.

Under the new program, eligible
seniors would receive an additional
credit of 25 percent of their circuit
hreaker supplement. Senlors would
not have to apply separately for the
credit, and the county would use the
original circuit hreaker application
to determine eligihility for the extra
credit.

The law takes effect July 1.

The council wnanimously
approved a 30-year apgreement to
lease the four golf courses on county
park land to the county Revenue
Authority to make the courses scif-
supporting,

The golf courses operated at a
nearly $500,000 loss in fiscal 2005
and an almost §1.4 million loss in fis-
cal 2006, which ended june 30,

Under the lease, the Revenue
Authority, which has managed the
courses since spring, would pay
$480,000 anmuaally for the first six years,
then 5 percent 1o 10 percent of net rev-
emnes over 55.6 millon thereafter.

The s intent is lnr lhe

property 1o patk lanil, bat

In other council actions
*The council voted unanimoushy

to change the tkvelngmnt ol
the first floor of “the -al]ﬂfPI:?M—

ing in the Montourd Property on Old
(eoi Road from residential o
nonresidential retall use.

+The councll voted 7-0 for a 16-
acre nt project on Bel Pre
fioad in Silver Spring to include
expansion of an church and
development of 20 single-family
detached houses, six (vwnhouses
and 12 duplex units,

“The council delayed approval of
$2.5 million for fire code endorcerment
and establishment of an inspection
fee schedule for commercial badld-
ings. Praisner asked to hold the items
until Nov. 28 afier the further meet-

ap
process for evaluating and distribut-
img fiscal 2008 council grants, Leven-

thal plans to convene a meeting on
Deec. 5 with the new MFP and Health

What's ahead:
The County Council takes a fall
recess Nov, 6-20. Same committees



