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Green I)U]ldl

hlghh ht last councﬂ
session before change

w New council wil have four new members and get a $5,000 raise

BY Jamer Davis
SIAFFWRITER

The Cownty Council will begin
next month without four vetemn
councitnen,

Ar-large Councilmen Steven A
Sdlvermun (I of Silver Spring aml
Micha L Subin (D) of Gaithershurg,
will be succeeded by Takoma Park
City Counecilman Mare Elrick ()
and soeial worker Duchy Trachten-
Leerg (00, Energy lawyer Roger Berlin-
er [} takes over for Howard A Denis
tR-Dhist, 1} of Chevy Chase, and
schingl hoant member Valere Frein
{13 of Silver Spring sucoeeds Thomeas
E. Perez (D-Dist. 5) of Takoma Park.

- The iriwilimg council  will
Teceive f pay raise when their fouwr-
year terms begin in wo weeks,
Salartes for the eight coumedl mems-
bers will increase $5.000 10 §84,721 2
vear, and the council president witl
receive an additional 10 percent
ruise, The council will receive anath-
ot 35000 hoves in December 2007,

Before saying its guodbyes, the
sitiing conncil will end its lenure
with a vote Nov 26 on a green build-
ing statute proposed by Council
President Gevnge L Leventhal {13-At
large) of Tekoma Park

’]'he statube would reequire new
buildings larger than T square
feet 1 meet national green sian-
dards, ki as Leadership in Ener-
gy and Emironmental Design. An
office building of 10,000 square feet
T e for abowr 20 workers,

“The industy & maoving in this
direction and it's importart gt gov-
ermment provide a gentle nudge
help further these envivonmental
Jews,” Leverthal said,

Monigomery’s legistation is simi-
lar o baws being considered by the
D.C. City Couswil As submined, the
eounty would allow builders of pri-
vate buildings one vear 1o imple-
ment the requirements and two
vears fora pubdic bailding, The law in
DL, would reguive commercial and
city-funded nsidential buildings 1o
meet the standards by 2012,

Since Leventhals proposal was
introdueed this swnmer, developers
have criticized it as burdensome.

Mike Bell, a homebuilder and
member of the Maryland-National
Capital Building Industry Associa-
ticm, arguees that complying with the
green statutes should be vobuniary,
not mandatory, and that the space
Tequirement shoukd be raised 1o
20,000 sopuee fret to lessan the com-
pliarm'cusm

"There are uplrent costs, but in
lheeﬂdynutapluri,ba«.kmbs[amlal
savings in

TOWN MEETINGS

Meetings se1 for next week
with County Executive-elect sk
ah Leggett:

B 2230 pan. How. 28, Leland
Commamainity Gerter, 4301
Witiow Lane, Chevy Chase

® 7230 por Now 29, Okey

Hlzmentary Schook, 3401
Queen Mary Dive

B 730 pom. Now, 30, BIPa_ItRD(‘k
Center for the
Town Cormrmon
Germiantown

could lead 1o a decline i the states
logging industry. Both the American
Forest Foundation and the Forest
Resources Association have asked
the couneil reconsider that require
TRENE,

Mext week’s vote follows an
announcement by Leventhal and
County Executive Douglas M, Dun-
cany {1} Last week of snother environ-
mentaily friendly program, which
kil allow residents to by energy
fromm reneveahle sources such as the
sty and wind

Under the plan, consumers
would purchase clean energy -
which costs about $20 more per
manth than existing cnergy sources
— to heat and cool 1heir homes and
businesses. To offset the additional
expense, they would be relmbursed
ahout 40 percent of the costs
through the comnty's Clean Energy
Rewards pro,

Residents m.av sign up for the
program by visiting wwwmont-
pomerycountymd.govicleanenes -
gyrewands,

In ather council news

*Councl seeks new communica-
tions directorn: Applicants interesied
in the eouncil’s legislative informa-
tien officer position being vacated by
Patrick Lacefield should  submit
resumes by Dec. 1 Duties include
prepacing news siatements and edi-
toral pieces and ovorsesing the
council’s Web site and cable televi-
ShOrs OPErALions,

Lacefield vesigned 1w become
chief spokesman for County Execu-
tive-elect [siah “Hee” Leggett (D).

«Swearing in county officials:
The veremeny will be held at 11
am. Dec: 4 in the Music Center at
Strathmore at 5501 Tuckerman Lane
in Norih Bethesda. Parking will he
available at the County Conference
Cemnter al 5701 Mavinelll Hoad, with

g the
tnient, higher enpln}&; ke and
an inerease in bullding value,” Lev-
enthal said,

Environmental  organteations
‘*have said that i]:cia::-\.!:mh its prefer-
ente dof wopden mataralg: e

i fﬁb]"ri e J|Ju L'crrtEm forests,

shuttles operaling between the two
sites,

*Flst sesslon with new coungl:
The courcil will elect a new presi-
dent and vice president for a one-
yeur term on Dec, 5 The president
alsg + il anmowDge: ‘wthm&.r
assignments that day.
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