Montgomery could stop development cold |

éuuncil president wants no
building permits issued until
new growth policy's in place

By Dena Levitz
Examiner Staff Writar

Ta control the stageering growth
prajected in Montgnmery County,
controversisl new limits on devel.
opment might not be far nway.

And In the meantisee, new devel-
opment could be stapped desd in its
tracks

As one of ber f(rst cduties as
County Council president, Marilyn
Pradsner on Tuesday premered
pesolutions that would require the
Manning Board to alier the coun-
by's growth policy as well is halt new
brlieing permits from going through
the board wndil thit happens.

The first, which was batted back
ond forth by most of the counci
members, will be veted on Dec, 12
and essentially mandates that the
Planning Board prepare & com-
plete plan for ing growth ln
the county by newt May. In thet

Anew house takes shape in the Polomac View development in Potomsc. Mont-
gomery County Coamcil President Marilyn Praisner introduced 3 resolution Tues-
day that would require the planning board 1o alter the county'’s growth palicy.

- Andrew HarslbEeaminer

plan, Praisnor said she wants them
Lo Lake leto socount alfordabie hous-
ing goals, traffic generatod by fed-
eral institutions in the county and
public school facilties.

“This is & challenge of manage—
ment, nat of limit,” she said. “Real-
Iy, this takes no action other than
to charge the Planning Board to go

to work.”

According to forecastors, Mont-
gomery County I8 expecled Lo soe &
by 2080 and to add 170,000 jobs to
ifs ecoromy.

What that signals to Couneil
Member Phil Andrews i that the
need for stronger growth controls

s urget.
"The old policy explicitly added

n,‘lblﬂ"

more jobs than housing” he said
"l"u.l-md.ag' “Right now 60 percent of

the peopbe in Montgomery County
live and work bere, [t In our inter-
esi Lo push that number up to bn
prove traflic Mow.”

Bout Conrict] Memiber G Lasy-
enthal pointed out that any policy
that basically “builds s wall sroursd
Maontgomery County™ will do 5t
the Lo ease roadway congestion apd
could even drive up existing home
prices,

The Council has asked the Plan
ning Board to propose & progres-
sive growth policy, but Pralsner ssid
what the board cnme bock with was
imsufficlent — & polley that man-
dated an allowable porcentage of
growth for targeted aress,

Her resolution encompusses a
moch meres complex formula, A pe-
loted item she also Introduced Tues-
day — arid which will be considered
I & Janusary public bearitg and thea
in February by the council — would
temporarily suap-md appmru] for
new subdivisions until the growth
policy eould be finalized,

Council Membsr Mancy Floreen
sakd that move would affect about
BO projects.
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