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. 0 Superintendent says he is
working with council leaders
to cut portables by 60 percent

BY SEAN R. SEDAM
STAFF WRITER

A $2.1 million appropriation
approved by the county school board
on Monday would be the first step
toward halving the number of porta-
bles in use in county schools aver the
next six years, a goal Superintendent
Jerry D. Weast stated earlier this month.

Now, Weast wants to go further.

If approved by the County Coun-
cil, the $2.1 million addition to the
fiscal 2006 budget, which ends June
30, would be used to send 122 obso-
lete portable classrooms back to

- there manufacturer.

County Executive Douglas M.
Duncan’s fiscal 2007-2012 budget
request would remove 246 more
portables countywide as more school
additions are built between this sum-
mer and the 2011-2012 school year.

Weast said Monday that he is

" asking County Council leaders to
consider adding nine more elemen-
tary school additions to the six-year
construction plan, allowing the
schoal system to eliminate another
63 portables. If they agree, the num-
ber of portable classrooms would be
cut by 60 percent.

“That isn't just looking at trailers,
that's looking at the acceleration of
modernizations and additions,”
Weast said.

This year, 17,000 of the school
systen's nearly 140,000 students are
attending classes in 719 portables.
Twenty-nine are at facilities serving
as temporary homes to three schools
that are being modernized.

School officials see enrollment
leveling off as a chance to reduce the

. number of portables.

Of the county’s “active” schools,
122 schools have portable classrooms.
Of the 690 portables in use at those
schools, 140 of are 11 years old or older.

Some portables in use are 34
years old, Weast said.

The school board has already
requested $4 million to relocate 40
portables in order to accommodate
growing enrollment at some schools
and new all-day kindergarten pro-

ams.

School planners are working on
a priority list for replacing aging

‘M——.

portables, -
_The goal, Weast said, is to elimi-

nate aBl portables older than 10 by

the 2011-2012 school year.

Cell phones for middle scheolers

On Monday, student board
member Sebastian Johnson intro-
duced a resolution to allow middle
school students the same cell phone
privileges as high schoolers.

Middle school students are not
allowed to carry cell phones, unless
they receive a waiver. High school
students are allowed to have cell
phones as long as they are put away
and turned off during the school day.

Expanding cell phone privileges
to middle schoolers is something
middle school student councils have
discussed, Johnson said.

Some see a change in the rule as a
way of teaching middle schoolers
responsible use of technology, he said.

High school students sometimes
abuse the privilege, Johnson admit-
ted, saying he has seen teachers con-
fiscate cell phones. He expects that
middle school students may not be
able to resist the temptation to use
their phone while at school.

But that does not mean middle
schools should have different rules,
Johnson said.

“It’s more bureaucracy than we
need really,” he said. “You don't need
a parent meeting or a parent phone
call just to have a cell phone.”

The board will discuss the issue
on April 20.

Disabilities policy

Also Monday, the board tenta-
tively approved a policy on educat-
ing students with disabilities.

The policy was revised to make it
consistent with federal and state
laws guaranteeing a free and appro-
priate education.

The revised policy calls for
schools to make every effort to give
disabled students access to the same
general education curriculum as
their peers by providing individual-
ized education plans and access to a
variety of special education services.

To read the policy, go to www.
meps.kl2.md.us/ departments/
policy. _

Written comments may be sent
to the Board of Education, 850
Hungerford Drive, Rockville MD
20850. Call 301-279-3617.



