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$1million proposed
to help the homeless

» Councilmsn want.to
double number of famflies
cared for by the county

Two County Council members
have announced a $1 million initia-
tive to provide permanent housing
and better health care for homeless
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adults and families.

The announceément by Council
President George L. Leventhal and
Councilman Steven A. Silvermian
came Tuesday at the county mens
shelter in Rockville. Their proposal
will provide $500,000 for rental assis-
tance and case management staff for
50 families, double the numiber now
helped by tbunty’s Parmership for
Permanent Housing program

The 3500;000 “would
be used by the Mobile Medical van to
doubleits visits to shielters, including
the Rockville shelter and Shepherds
Table, and add two new stops.

f approved, money for the med-
ical services proposal would be taken
frem the propesed $5 millien increase
for Cares, the county’s
health program for the uninsured,

The $1 million initiztve 13 4n
addition to health. and diuman serv-
ices projetts included in County
Exscutive M. Duncan's pro-
posed budget. The. full cotneil-will
consider. Tuesdays. proposal during
budget discussions this spring.

Affordable housing

Renters in buildings around Metro
stations could face up to an additional
$54 in monthly rent to offset the costs
of affordable units required under a
proposed plan by :
Silverman (D-At
large) of Silver
Spring.

Officials from
Park and Planning,
consultants and
council staff told
Silverman  and
other members of
the council’s Plan-
ning, Housing and
Economic Development Committee
on Monday that other alternatives
would have to be included to avoid
passing along costs for affordable
housing to market-rate renters.

Last year, Silverman introduced a
plan to require affordable housing in
new developments around Metro
stations. The legislation did not pro-
vide incentives for developers in
exchange for the workforce housing.

Silverman

Worldoice housingis demgned for
two working adults who eam
80 percent and 120 percent
of the region’s median annual income
— or between $50,000 and $100,000 a
year. In Montgomery County, median
annual income for a family of four is
$89,000, and for a two-person house-
hold it’s $71,000, That means families
could afford units priced between
$180,000 and $350,000.

“I am not prepared to support
legislation or regulations that
requires the shift in costs to market
rate units,” S:thl:erman said h:?:iday

Getting the program up and run-
ning is important to Silverman, who
has touted the Meiro area housing
plan throughout his campaign for
county exscutive, His Democratic
pHmary opponem former cotmgil-
man Isiah *“Tke”, Leggett, has called
Silvermant’s plan unrealistic. n

To make the program work, plan-
ners: and staff members recom-
mended alternatives such as adjust-
ing the income levels and offering
tax bréaks ta developers.

Another committee meeting on
the progran is scheduked for Friday.

In other action Tuesday

»Pay raises: The council in
duced a bill to increase the salaries
the County Council, county
tive, state’s attorney and sheriff,

If approved, fhe salaries woul
increase each year by either a
ic dollar amount or based on.a p
centage of current salaries. The bill is
based on a recommendation by the
Committee to Study Compensation.

A public hearing is scheduled for
1:30 p.m. April 18..

..- "Holidays: The council also
approved legiglation designating 24
Speeial Days of Commemoration,
The bill, propased by Leveythal (D-At
large) of Takoma Park, is designed to
recogmze the religious, ethnic and
aiwiral heritage of county residents.
It also requires the county’s chief
adminisirative officer to notify resl-
dents about anry effect on county pro-
grams and serviees. The Hst includes
Christmas; as well as culiral dajs
hugs uneteenth, which marks the
were free — wellaﬁnrtheﬂmmﬁnpa
tion Proclamation was signed,

Coming up
sBudpet’ h:eaﬂng are set for 1:30
ril 5; and 7 p.w. Aprit 5, 6, 17,
ﬁl?!pm thie Cmmeﬁp.m Office
at 100 Maryland Ave. in Rockville.

*A public hearmg is set on
repeahn% the county’s controversial
lending law for 7:30 p.m. April 25 in
the Council Office Building.




