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- Affordable housing mandai-. I 
- 

for Crown E m  supported 
r County Council, 

planners push for farm 
presewation, housing 

at proposed development 

"I'he Crown Farm developers 
nlav IIP a~ketl to conhibute 9 1 mil- 
linn to a counhr agricultural ease- 
ment pl,m instpad of buying th~cig-  
nifirandv pricier transtcrable drvi~l- 
nprnent rigllts, hown as TDRF. 

4bour 12.5 percent of the corn- 
rnunily mu7t also be moderatelv 
priced dwelling units, or MPrIIIs, 
r1nr1t.r the cr)~lntv's arnilrdabfr hous- 
ing L>rr>gnm. 

I hnsr secomrncndarions, r n a d ~  
hy t h ~  I~ourrv C:ouncil's Planning, 
klnlis~ng and Economic Develnp- 
merit Committee Mnntlav, illrts~rate 
an increa.;ingly cnrn~llex "give and 
take'' rslationship :trnong tile cor~n- 
ty Lairhersbu~ and rllr devplr~p- 
merit team nx tl~cylnok to build nut 
onr nf the last large pied.; in ten- 
t rnl Xlontgomey. 

+ I )~v~topers  arc asking that the 
183-acr~ CI-ORT-I Rrrn properry off 
Fit.ld\ Road. iclrich i~ tlnder crnatlty 
jtlr~sdictinrt, be annexerl into 
( iaithershurg. 

R~c:luse dwclopers arc propns- 
ing s~pificantly more cnrnm~scial 
spacc on t l a ~  land than en~n'sirlned 
in t h e  county master plan. the 
I:ownty Council must rwiew and 
approve the change bbefore it  can he 
annpued. 

In the ]last W P C ~ ,  the cntlnh- 
Planning b a r d  and  the PI1 
committee, made up ni cour 
mem hcrs Steven Silvemiirn, Ynl 
Flor~crt and Marilvn Praisner, 
r ~ v i ~ w e d  the  proposal in trvo qepa- 
rntr ~ F P ~ ~ R R F ,  i ~ l l d  the ;~rlvisory 
groups took ti~lferent stanrm 
regarrlnng the transft~~alile d~vtt l -  
oprncrlt righrs. 

About 114 acreq nf the C r o w  
\:arm is clcsignatcrl as a ' 'r~cei\-in~ 
area" for thc  sigh!.; fmm a farm In 
the a~iculhlral  reservr. 

I rnder tht* prokmnl, the rlrvel- 
nppr would be rerl i~lrrd to pay for 
fllose T1311.s - i l l  nhnut q.10.000 

Washingtonian Center project 
lacks supp~ 
I Page A- 

each - ro help preserve other farms 
throughout the county I t i s  cnuld 
total iihoot 9.5 million. 

Rut the developers did not envi- 
sion paving the 'I URs. and somp 
councll members cited a need to 
'give and take." 

'The dw~lopment t e r n ,  Id by 
businessman Aris M;irtlimssian, 
Iias propr~ed donating 311 acres to 
34 acrt3s for a much needed high 
schm~l on land worth about 9 0  mil- 
Iion. 

Instead of paying for the 'TDRs, 
F l o r ~ n  a ~ d  Silv~rman suggested 
the clcvelopera contribute much 
1-5, abnut SI million, rn thp coun- 
ty's awcultural easpnlent prcserva- 
tion pmkmrn in c,uc.l~ang~ Iw the 
school sirc. 

"7'hc challenge l l ~ r r  i s  rhc 
trade-off of benefits," FFIreen 
said. '" ..There's nr) other way we 
ran acquire this schnol site. Peri- 
od." 

Pnisner, R S  well :ts the J'lnn- 
ning Roard, maintained that the 
7'1)lls should not Ire ignored. 7 ' h ~  
payment could hrlp rpFrnrp nnr 
nr mnre farms nn agricullt~iral pre- 
senre land, rountv plariness said. 

'',Pis the CIV sesirlcnts hmcfit 
frnm the agricultural reserve. ~t 
rvnuld make sense dlat Ittiis d e w -  
oprnent] ... ought to use TnRs," 
Planning Dortrcl Chainnan Denck P 
Rrrlagp sairi. 

R sprr~nd major compnnent of 
annexation crlzlld be thc use of 

- Nancy M. floreen @At large) 
of l 

MPD1 Js, affnrdahIe housing that the 
county sets aside for those wRn.;e 
income levels range l'rorn aI)r111t 
S39,50(l tn $ti:1,3QO, 

The tl~velop~rs and hit l~en-  
burg cnunril mvmbers had consid- 
ered srning nvde 12.5 p ~ r ~ c i ~ l  of 
thr unit? as "workfnrce housrng." 
which is a slightlv higher income 
hracke t . 

AltFlr~ugh Gaithershur~ council 
menilwrs are mullinq their awn 
affurdablc iiousiny, pian, tile 
Crown F;~rrn may hr  req~~ircd in 
tile annexation tn fouo\rr t l ~ c  coun- 
rv's ru!es, t h e  I'k1LD cornmittce 
said. 

Stlrne wsidents and deciqion- 
makers, including Praisncr and 
county Planning Cmnrnissioncr 
Mererlith LVcllEngton, haw sueest- 
ed the procrss ha.; h e n  nisherl. 

'The developers said they are 
financiallv bound to ;in anneration 
by lunr 1. 

"1 think there's mom in writing 
we need to scc," Praisner said. 

of Mondav, ccotrnty planners 
and the developer had not al;reed to 
how many TURF would t)r rrquird 
on f h ~  propem: 


