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Purple Line
Emerging as
Issue in Race

Montgomery Executive
Candidates Debate Details

Nawey Trgjos
Washington Post Staff Writer

Now that Maryland has approved con-
struction of the intercounty connector, the
two Democrats vying to replace Montgom-
ery County Executive Douglas M. Duncan
have turned their attention to another con-
troversial transportation project: the Purple
Line, a proposed light-rail link between Beth-
esda, Silver Spring and New Carrollton,

The candidates clashed at a debate last
week, with County Council member Steven
A. Silverman accusing primary opponent
Isiah Leggett, a former council member, of
flip-flopping on the issue — an accusation
Leggett denies. The two also argued about
the project’s design; Silverman supports a
predominantly aboveground system, and
Leggett advocates more tunneling to avoid
neighborhoods.

With clogged roads and soaring gas prices
prompting commuters to seek modes of
transportation other than vehicles, the Pur-
ple Line is emerging as one of the hottest
transportation topics in county politics after
years of being overshadowed by the in-
tercounty connector, a highway link between
Interstate 270 and Interstate 95. The idea has
been around for decades and still faces hur-
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