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County
council
OKs

budget

$3.9 billion to be
formally approved
late next week

By Sowia Bow

Montqomery Birean Clitef
sholngdredeeicknewepost com

BOCEVILLE — In a straw
vofe Thursday, the Montgomery
Comnty Councl] unantmously
approved & 83 8-billien operating
budget for fizeal 2007, touting pro-
grams for residents throughout
the county.

The counctl 35 scheduled to
Farmaily approve the budget May

The budget includes a proper-
ty tax cat from 35 to 80 cents per
F00 of assessed valoe County
homeowners will also receive a
credii of $221 on thelr property
tax bill, compared with $115 fast
year,

An additional tax crodit will
give homepwners with incomes
Tess than 384000 more reliel
based on the Frst 3300000 of their
homnes” nasessed values, This tax
reliel would average $804 per
houselold for those eligible, foar
titnes the current average credit.

Councilman Phil Andrews,
who represents Gaithersburg and
Rockville, pointed oul that this is
the third year in a row that the
counc] has reduced the property
tax rate.

The council also apprived a
sl-year capital budget of $1.3 b1k
liom, & 25 percent inCrezse COHM-
pared with the previous capital
progrant, 1t fully funds the school
sratem’s capital budget request
and ncludes money for trane-
portation and new fire and police
statinms,

Council President George Lav
enthal sald the priorities were
met because the economy is
strong, but Mavtlyn Praisner, the
conneil’'s viee president, cau-
thomed er colleagues about opti-
mistic assumptions of economic
indicators.

- “The budget includes a lot of
good things” she said. “Bet we
noed to fook heyond today and
continne 1o moniter the indica.
tors to see i they continue to be
as rosy”

Councilman  Steven  Silver-
man, whe won't b on the conngil
after this year because he's run-
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ning for county executive, said
the budget is extraordinary for
education, both for personnel,
and building and modernizing
schools.

The budget, which goes into
effect July 1, earmarks $2.2 billion
for public education, including
$1.85 billion for public schools, a
$137 million — or 7.4 percent —
increase, )

The council also plugged a $17-
million gap that County Execu-
tive Doug Duncan's recommended

budget left when the state refused

to fund some education expenses.

Some of the budget’s high-

lights include; :

W expansion of full-day kinder-
garten to the remaining 30 ele-
mentary schools that don't have
it. -

B after-school programs for all

middle schools.

W money for five new schools
due to open in the fall, including
Clarksburg High Sehool and
Great Seneca Creek, Little Ben-
nett, Down County Consortinm
No. 27 and Roscoe Nix elementary
schools.

B a $38-million increase for
Montgomery College, which will
enable the college to keep tuition
the same next year — the first

time without an increase since

1984, The college will also be able
to continue its plans to build a
new Bioscience Education Center
at the Germantown campus and a
new Science Center at Rockville.

W 400,000 to begin work on a
new Poolesville High School mag-
net program.

W $13.2 million to improve pen-
sion benefits for teachers and
nonteacher employees.

W funding for 10 new teacher

positions for English for Speakers
of Other Languages classes.

 $16 million for a new north
county bus maintenance depot.

W $2 million to increase Ride
On bus service. )

W $3 million for staffing and

_ operating the interim Clarksburg

fire station.

® 56 new police officer and
non-sworn positions.

B 33.2 million to implement a
speed camera enforcement pro-
gram. i

W 393,000 to strengthen juve-
nile prosecutions by the State’s
Attorney Office.

W $260,000 for the Gang Preven-
tion Initiative.

B $1.2 million for homeless-
ness emergency services grant.

W a $335,160 increase, to §1.3
million, for the African American
Health Initiative. '

B a $245,000 increase, to §1.1

million, for the Latino Health Ini-
tiative.

B a 8200000 increase, fo

* $620,000, for the Asian Health Tni-

tiative,

 $310,000 in startup funds to
establish a eounty sobering cen-
ter. e
W §90,000 for Food & Friends
delivery of food to clents with
HIVJAIDS. )

B $100,000 for electronic beds
for the Hebrew Home of Greater
Washington.

W 200,000 for the Jewish Fed-
eration of Group Homes for a cen-
tral activity and education center.

B $1.5 million for information
systems and technology improve-
ments for the Park and Planning
Department as part of post
Clarksburg reforms.



