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County budget includes

property tax cut, money
for planning reforms

BY JANEL Davis MOVING FORWARD
STAFFWRITER
e Mon . & ou W 518.7 million for a second
tgomery County Coun- Metro
il last week approved record spend- Glonmont pareg
;n']g and construction budgets, com- B 516 milion for new North
ete with a property tax rate cuf. Maiiten Depot

A formal vote an the bu for County Bus anee
the fiscal year beginning july B 58.7 mililon for 10 noise walls
scheduled for May 25, luilt along cowtty roads

The $3.9 billion operating budpet
— which was initially proposed by
County Execative Douglas M, Duncan
(DD} at 5386 billinn — includes $2.2 bil-
Eom in funding for public schools ard
Monigomery Uollege, as well os $17
mitlion o close & school funding gap.

The badget also Inchudes money
rhrabnurmmwemplmte&brhghl%
the work force to the equivalent
about 30,000 positions. 1t also has $160
million for transportation projects on
state roads and $1.5 million in technol-
opy improvernents for the moubled
Department of Park and Flanning,

T redief in the budget inchides a
S-gent propesty tax rate cub. trimming
the rate for most homeowness to
S0.817 per 100 ofassessed value and a
5221 credit for homeowners. Increases
in assessments will offset some of these
cuts. The county estimates the owner
of a hone assessed at SMG,UDD woald
save about $220 in

The council 'mrlerl the
“rircuit-breaker’ m credit progran.
Mow homeowners with incomes
lower than 364,000 will receive an
additional fax cut on the fust
S300.000 of their home’s assessed
value, The program had previously
been limited 0 homeowners with
imcomes less than 555,000,

N 575 million for tracking
systems i all Ride On buses

N $3.2 miflion for Speed Camera
Enforcemant Program
W Operating funds for one high

schood and four elementary
schoois opaning in the fad

Director Glenmn Orlin said minor rev-
emire categories such as school
impact taxes for education projects
are bringing in less than forecast,
Al the money can he made up
thro revenues from fand sales
texes and unused bond proceeds,
the forecasts have been too opti-
mistic in the past and will have 1o be
adjusted downward, Also, trans-
portation impact tax revenues have
been less than forecast and should
also be adjusted, Ordin noted,

To balance the books this vear,
the council voted to increase the
county’s debt foad by about $3 mil-
lion in the nest two wm snd deday
S0MME coNsiniction projec

Somme courcl mex conmmed
tovnice concerns about the sustsinabil-
ity otarw budget in memr:m)m«

f whout I‘]!‘blf.dpﬂk.

Ihe $2.6 billion cr
budget — mmaﬂy propased llyl}un-
can at FL.7 billion — includes about
$1.3 biflion for school projects and
about $1.1 billion for rew fire and
police stations and other agency
mfrastriciure.

To pay for all this, the council
moved $10 million from the con-
struction bisdger to the operating
budget, used some of last year's $300
million surplus and cut about §5 mil-
tion froum Duncan's operating budget.

Thursday’s oad.erltne:;nswnmq-
ed with the councills dificulties crafi-
ing the budget. The day before, mem-
himwdgz:d mamﬂénﬁam dehate
on grants for nonprofit organiza-
tions. Also, school system issues,
specifically the replacement site for
Seven Locks Elementary School,
have sidetracked easlier sessions.

The eourcil and school system
finally resolved that issue last week
with a compromise resolution bro-
kered by Councilman Howard A,
Deenis (R-Dist. 1) of Chevy Chase.

At times last week, the conversa-
thons typified Councilman Michagi L,
Suhin's assessment that this year's

ity mumpcmmm e DUt yedrs,” said
Conneilwoman Marilyn |. Praisner (I
Diist, 43 of Calverton, who questioned
st of the creative methads used to
badance the books. As chairwoman of
the couneil’s Management and Flscal
Policy Committee, Praisner sald the
committee would re-evaluate the
county’s fnancing process nest vear,

“We can't continue with one-year
budgets and find out the next year
that theres no money in the bank,”
sald Marvin Weinman, president of
the Montgomery County Taxpayers

While the tax cut is a good
for taxpayers, the council should
have done a more thorough exami-
nation of the county's salary and per-
sormnel costs, Weinman said.

The session ended with all nine
council members, led by Councll Pres-
ident George 1., Leventhal (D-At large)
of Takoma Park, congratulating their
colleagues and council staffers for
their work on the budget. Councilmen
Steven A, Siiverman (D-At karge) of Sil-
ver Spring, a county executive candi-
date, and Thomas E Perez (D-Dist. 5)
of Takoma Park, who will be mianing
fur state attomey general, included

budget sessions “seem to have been
mone ized than wsual.”

Jhursd;ys hrief session also -

wriuded an update of the county’s
fimancial outlook, specifically on
funding for construction projects,
White this years economic pic-
ture i rosy, Deputy Councll Staff

irx theis speeches,
“We all pulled together to do the
job we were elected o do,” Leventhal
satid, “T've enjoved working with all
iy colleagues and value very much
the passion that they all bring to
making this county even better”



