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Seven Locks School Fzght The Final Score

The Montgomery County Coun-
cil and school officials last week
agreed on a plan to ease over-
crowding at Polomac area ele-
mentary schools, ending an un-
usual conflict between the county
and school board ovey school con-
struction projects. The council
approved a plan lo begin con-
struction of a new Bells Mill Ele-
mentary School a year earlier
than planned; additional class-
rooms and a gym ave to be built at
Seven Locks Elementary School:
and pormb.ie classrooms m.u be

placed at Poty El
Sckoo!. The council and negk-
borhood residents opposed a plan
to build a new school on Kendale
Road to replace Seven Locks Ele-

Jay M. Weinstein, 45, of Beth-
esda, was one of the residents who
Sfought the school board’s initial
plans, as a member of the loosely
Sformed Save Seven Locks School
Coalition. Weinstein, who has a
son at Seven Locks, owns an in-
vestment firm. In a piece express-
ing the views of the coalition, he
writes about how the controversy

has shaped neighborhood opin-
ions of how government works.

By Jax M. WEINSTEIN

In March 2004, I was happily in-
dulging my lifelong passion for civ-
ic non-activism. Then my good
friend Livleen Gill (future PTA
president of Seven Locks Elemen-
tary School) called with the aston-
ishing news that after years of plan-
ning ‘a modernization of Seven
Locks Elementary School, the
Board of Education and School Su-
perintendent Jerry Weast had re-
versed course 180 degrees. The
new plan was to build a new school
at a site on Kendale Road, close
Seven Locks at the current site at
Bradley Boulevard and Seven
Locks Road, and make that proper-
ty surplus to transfer to the county
for an affordable housing initiative,

“Impossible,” 1 said. “That’s the
dumbest idea I have ever heard.”
But it was true. In a county where
all anyone talks about is traffic and
education, this bold stroke prom-
ised to make both of them worse.

Now, two years later, the Save

Seven Locks Coalition has received
a civic activism award from the
Montgomery County Civic Feder-
ation for exposing problems at the
Montgomery County public school
system and the Board of Education.
In a virtually unprecedented move,
the County Council refused addi-
tional. funding for the Kendale
school despite the insistence of
Weast and a majority of the Board
of Education. To avoid the un-
charted legal waters of govern-
mental authority that this stale-
mate would have created, the
council, the school system and the

Churchill High School cluster com-

munity finally agreed on a plan that
enlarges Seven Locks at the cur-
rent site and provides overcrowd-
ing relief to Potomac and Bells Mill
elementary schools.

After two years of lobbying,
thousands of volunteer hours, near-
ly unanimous testimony against the
plan by more than 100 citizens, a
picketing of a Board of Education
meeting, an unprecedented crit-
icism of the school system and the




Some Lasting o Lessons Loarned i the » Seven Locks School Fight

Beard of Education by the county’s

Who were the heroes and vik
lains? And what lessons can citi-
zens and public officials learn from
the saga of our little band of rebels?
Lessons Learned

1) You can take on City Hall and

against the greatest
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2)A1thnugh has an
opinion aboat ma{dmtamdm
ernors, even the most conscien-
tious citizens have no chue whom to
wote for in county and school beard

elections.

‘The paradox is, decisions by lo-
cal officials are infinjtely more like-
Iy to divectly affect voters than any-
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‘ strong
advocates, and I hope they will lead
3 new, responsive Board of Educs-
tion after the elections, Navarro is
on the ballot this year and should

' a]mdthzm\utyufthelssm they

took their responsibility as public
officials serjously. We got a fair
hearing from eight of the nine

nis, and Denis staff members Jenni-
fer Hughes and Ken Hartman for
their remarkable efforts,

3) The community. Led by Cyril
Draifin, Gill and Sandy Vogelge-
sang, dozens of people contributed
to what was truly 3 group effort.

1) Jerry Weast. Weast is a skilled
politician and architect of this fas-
o0, He i the highest-paid employee

in the county and oversees hall
your tax doflars, Why he would
Tuin his reputation on this compar-
atively small matter remains be-
yond all of us.

2) Most of the school board. In
our view, the behavior of Sharon
Cug.&e&ﬁhmsanﬂ?al@’l\rem

this process was disgrace-
fui,O‘Neﬂlisupiorrededijhis
mﬁh&m and Cox i 2008,
wor't get our vote. Aithough
personafly inoffensive, Charles

specifically to repre-
sent citizens, and they failed miser-
abl

ly.
3} Council member Michael Sub-
in. Subin's pub\hc beinmlsoﬂ.m

4) Douthmthecmmtyex
emhw:iwiused to meet with our
group during the entire process —

| for an elected official.
Amazingly, his name almost never
came up during the whole fight.



