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Five County Council members 
proposed to increase the number of 
after-schwt programs offered a1 
county middle schooIs and high 
schools as part of heir ongoing ef- 
Ton to keep studenls engaged lmh in 
and out of the claswmm and prevent 
them from getting into troubla 

The proposal, which was un- 
veiled My, would expand cotm 
ty after-school programs into all  38 
middle schmls as well as four high 
schools by next fall. The programs 
would pair rccrcatiooal activities, 
such playing sports, with education- 
d benefits like studying with a m. 

Cumarly onIy 10 middle 
schools offer counry after-school 
p r o p m  wMc Monigomeq Bhir 
High Schwl has the only after- 
school %pm academy" pmgim.  

Council members proposed 
h e  expamion effort to offer kids a 
safe place to study and mialize af- 
w.r schaol. "After school programs 
improve u d m n i c  achievement and 
behavior in school." said Council 
Member Marilyn Raisnu (D- Dial. 
4). "Ihey engender h e r  emotional 
adjust-t and pscr relationships 

and reduce opponunities for youth 
crime and risky kv iors . "  

Montgomery County police of- 
f i c e c ~ w a m ~ t h a t y w n g o e e n s  
getiatohmttmbkaftuscbml 
before their parents come home 
from work. U. Eric Bumelt, media 
spokesman, said after-whop1 pro- 
gram are a good mechanism ro keep 
children productive. "A number of 
kids have a number of hours where 
they're alone. Any after school pro- 
gram that can take up their lime rtnd 
create positive values is definitely 
going to beneficial lo h e  communi- 
ty." said Bmeu. 

Tbe Rcc Extra h g m m  will be 
expanded into every county middle 
school b6cause council members say 
that middle school students are 
prime targets for gang recruiters. 
The Rec Extra program offers v d -  
ous activitia idd ing  flag footbaU 
basketball. STEP tam and evcn rt 
cartooning instrttctional cIass. Sm- 
dents can aIso participate in we&- 
end activities such as white water 
rafting, camping trips and rock 
climbing. The cost to expand the 
Rec Extta p r o m  into every mid- 
dle school for four days a week, 
along with transpomtiod fees, will 
be $1,127,030. 

The four participating high 

schools will offer simiIar prugrams 
to what Montgomery Blair High 
School currently has in place with 
their "Blair Sports Academy." The 
academy offers sludents who have a 
gr& pin1 average below 2.0 d y  
help with a teacher w tutor for one 
hour after school to belp them pre- 
pare for tests. Then studeats get to 
play spa* and games as an incen- 
tive u, stay involved in the program. 
Each program wilI Ix tail& to fit 
each school's specific needs and 
available resources. Program fees 
vary by school, but each program 
will cost more timu $295,000. 

Wheaton, Albert Einstein, 
Spriogbmok and Paint Bmch High 
School are proposed to implement 
the but council members 
hope ti, offer it to mom high schools 
~ d o w n c h e r c & o n c e t h c p  
g r a m i s ~ i n p l a c e .  

Councilman Tom Perez (D- 
Dist. 5) said that with today's in- 
creasing demands and workaholic 
schedules, the program will help su- 
wise kids when parrats can't be at 
home. Said "As we &amform 
wr oounty, we have so many work- 
ing families where parents are work- 
ing two and thrrre jabs, that we have 
to be put of h e  village W will belp 
mise our children-" 


