Council begins
interviews for
planning chief

u Only nine of the 14 apphcants are called:
Hanson is considered the fromtrunnes by some other applicants

Ay JanEL Davis
SIAFEWRITER

After extending the appbeation
deadline once and conskdenng an
outside search for a Flanning Boand
chairman, the County Council has
decided 1o inferview only nine of the
14 peaple who applied.

The Interviews began Tuesday n
Rockyille

Asked why all 14 were not called
for interviews. County Council Presi-
demt George L. Leventhal said he
bowed to council tadition

“I would have liked 0 interview
all candidates who received even one
inquiry from a council member. |
suggested thar we interview most of
the candidates except those Nving
outude the county,” sald Leventhal
-An large) of Takoma Park *] was
told by my colleagues and salf thal
this was the way that imterviews un
all boanls and cormmissions have
ahways been done: that this had been
the practice of coundil in the past ™

Olney actrvist Art Brodsky, arbor-
ney Alan Bowser of Silver Spring and
former Planning Board chawman
and council consultant Royee Han-
son of Menrgomery Vilkege dscwssed
the $134,000-plus job on Tuesday:
Hansnn investigated the planning
debacle uncovered last year in the
Clarksburg Town Center, which led
evenadly to Dertck P Berlage choos-
ing not to sk a second-four year
term a5 Planndng Board chadrman,

A secomd round af interviews
with other applicants is scheduled for
June 20. interviews are being held at
the council office bui and ane
open to the public, but will not be tel-
evised on the county’s cable channel.

The remaimng five candidates -
Gerald R. Cichy, Richard L Clay-
poole. Tiaa B Rutherford. Shelon
Skrdnick and Thomas C. Soyder —
will not be interviewed.

Claypocle expressed his digap-

“1 can't help but feel that my long
Iusiuryatlhu.-wmwpmuenlﬂd
and managerial success at the
hd)a rungs of the foderal govern-
ment, and my years of public service
in Montgomery County made me a
hughly viable candidate 1o
reverse the forfunes of the Planning
Boand in this time of lost cidzen confl-
dence (N irs competence and integri-
1y.” he said in an e-mail to The Gazetie
“1 have no problem with the cur-
remt process,” sabd Councilwoman
Nancy M. Floreen (D-A1 lage) of
Garmren Park, a fermer Planndng
Board member. “I'm kooking forward
0 speaking with the applicants who
have been chasen for inlerviews,
Like Floreen, Councllman Michael
I Knapg MD-Dist. 2) of Germantown

deferded the interview process.

"The process iFfine. 1 think it was
dlmaic mﬂidﬂs way than with the
ul of iterviewing 14
ple” he said. -

Earlier this year, Knapp had
urged the councll 1 consider a
broader county seacch outside of
these who had applied for the joh.
His colleagues disagreed, and no
alditiond search was held,

After  Tuesdays  intervicws,
Knapp said he stll believes there isa
lot of untapped Lalent in the county

While cowncil members have
given the ndenview process a passing
grade, civic activists and even some
ol the applicants di

“IThe council] has in discrerion,
bunt (1 was a couneil member [ would
have intenviewed all of the applicants
especially with the scnitling that the
et has been under,” said
Skolsdek, 3 Sihver and
an at-large candidate for the County
Council who was not chisen for an
interview. "1 also would have recom
mended that the mterviews be com-
ducted in a room with felevision
capabilities, just for the sake of open-
ness. There were pood candidates
mterested in this job, and an open
process is another way to encourage
people 10 apply lor these

Montgomery County Civic Fed-
eration member lim Humphirey crit-
sclzed the councyl for not interview-

malhqrmmhhlhdm
tondng of all applicants.” H
said, T wotild hope that it would bea
fair and open process thal would
allerw for at least & sample of ques.
tioning of ail the candadates,”

The council also has been criti-
cized for its seeming preference for

TT. k Hrochskey saidl

*1 think Fovoe is #." i
ifter his mterviews Tuesday 1 think
the chances for anyone other than
Reyee Hanson are slim o none.”

Leventhal said that there s nw
consensus on a chairman yet, b
that some of his colleagues may have
their favorires

“You've only got a shoo-in i
vou've the votes,” Hanson said
Tuesday. “I would be hapgy to be
chairman and see it as an oppormun-
10 help a county I wikch 1've lived
a karge part of my [ife

The winning applicant rust get
ar least five of the councits nine
votes. All three of Tuesdey's appli-
canty sald they would serve a com-
plese four-year term il chosen. Bows-
er, who is registered to vole in New
Jersey, sald he would regster in
m&w. where he has never
vl

A vore is expected in July,



