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GAZETTE REGIONAL NEWS

Watkins Mill suSpension program
gets funding from County Council

u Council allots another

$100,000 to be spread out

among county’s six other
SHARP sites

wy SErasTIan MoNTES
SUARE WHTL EH

The Counry Council has allocat
o] 555000 in its version of this years
budges o establish a new site for the
SIARP program for studenis sis-
pended from Watkins Mill High
Schonl and lboasied the progran’s
rxsting iotal  yeardy  bodget by
100,550,

SIARP ai acrornymn lof “student
help and academic resoune pin
Erarm,” waes startesd n Sy Spuing m
19419,

Students suspended from schioal
can choose 1o enroll in the proggram
which gives 1hem a simactured s
g 1 s uge ke scteomibword and
pet counseling und gusdance from
vudunfers meniors

Five orher SIIARP siies have
smee sprmg up. ron vl of local
chumhes. tach site sruong several
s ol

e commiy curently  funds
SHARPS S$298.000 wearly budpet,
kage Cany, chicl of chililnns youth
el fapmly setruices JUe e ooaiy s
Depanment of Health and Fuman
Senvyces sand §he addsminmal S 104 (00
will e o) o dpcieases Mae ngmbeer
of sul hours w0 3575 per week and
rvalie oee Tl ) persation i om-
or shifis 38 amm SHARE sae

14t ahe fiasal plams e o1, now -
et daar ey woukd pot comenent un
wingher Waikins Mills SHARP pro-
gram will e up and sooniog? G e
faw nexi sedwaal year

I as pessible. bt there is mo
e frame g swhen o gt Ghas star -
ed ™ e sz

Hut o ot does comse together m
urme, Watkins Mill principal Peter
Cahall plans (o offer the program o
the parents of every dild suspended
next year from the 2,048-srudent
schoal

“I'm ecstatic 0 be getting the
program.” he said. "It provides that
structure ane supervision for kids
that would normally be sirting
b, asherp, wastching IV, This way,
they can actually get their work
done.... [ think it's going to pay major
dridends "

In addition 1o a few highly publi-
cired fighis, Watkins Mill sl & suge
in suspensions. the numbers have
seftled down a5 the year s draown
o, having oaly 20 more suspensions
though April this year ax compared
w0 thee sarmee period Jast year — 226 vs
M.

I | cam get parents (o buy inlo
the program, wioch | think | can.
I'm hoping that we can siop the

Ihe Warkins Mill SHARP pro-
gram, which has so far been slotied
for Chrisi e Seivanl Luiberan
Chuch in Manigomeny Villape, wie
propwaed by Coanty Couneileman
Michael | Knapp m serve only
Watkins Miil 1 ligh Schaal.

Knapp, (U-Lisi. 2) of Gormsan
o, warked closedy with the Mane-
goerery Vidage Fmdanon lasr year
Wa bt @ Bomunn iy S A e
and backed the foundunon in s
vl Tor entabilish @ SHANI sire in the
Williogye Pl sewss b SdEAKF prograin
a5 puart of a lagger sirategy 10 address
I IENLINE COOE TS eer gang activity.

“The Jads wheo use (s progran
ar alweady 11w ones that are ane the
cuige. Wi all eadk a Sod ahwoan gang pre
vention and ygang awareness, This s
really & way (o make sure we have
these resources in the commamity, toe
have then Grst-bamad, so That fhoese
kids don't 48 rhrough the cracks”

STAY SHARP

e county runs six SHARP pro-
grams, Here is a look at ther
activity in 2005

Gaithershurg

B Schoo's: Gathershug High
Scboal Fuorest Ouk amd
Ganhersourg midde schools

B Students server 137

Germaniow

B Schoois: Nostimast, Quince
Crihand, Sereca Valey and
Watkins Mil gh schonls

B Sucents senveo 86

Bethesda

B Schonis BetheadaChevy
Chase, Waker Johnson and
Wl Whtman hgh schools
testand, Fyle, Narth
Bethescs, Labe lonn and
Tiden maddle schools

B Stodents seeved 136

Burtamswila

B Schogeds. Pant Rianch and
S beach, figeh <chieas,
Beryaumin Bsnnekm and Bopgs
(narey mudidla schools

B Shderts cevved: 144

Silver Spring

8 scheocis: Mantgomrery Mlsr s
WK hegh schools, Franoe Scoft
Ky, Colonet L. Hraok Les
Newpart, Faoma Paa, White
Dk, Shigs ad Steer Spoy
mbet stenad middle schodfs

B Students tened: 266

Sancy Spring

B Soneck Shermted Blake und
L‘,|'tt|.4:|-l hgh schogls

Faguhar, Redand d Rgsa
Parky e %01l

B Swuden; weved Bb



