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Montgomery
County Counci
a full-time job?

Voters could get their say on November ballot .ne.

County Council a full-time job?

Budy considers whetherto
put the issue — which would
include a pay increase

— on the November ballot

By I}mu I.tvliz
Examiner Stalf Writer

Volers might get a chance to de-
cide in November whether Mont-
gomery County Council members
should be considered fall. time em-
ployees and, bence, paid higher sal-
ariEs

Councll members ot Tuesday’s
meeting debuted a proposed charter
mndmt that formally calls their

elerted positions full-time jobe *for
the purpess of determining sslary”

yet dioes not prohibit them from hay-
ing another paid job — as = the chse
for the county executive,

The thrust for the designation is
to incrense council members' pay,
which will hopefully lead to more
and better qualified county council
candidates, Council Viee President
Marilyn Proisner said,

Currently, the sverage salary for
county council members s $TETE,
& sum deemsed Loo low by a special
committee in November:

“It I= all about monsy” Pralsner
moted *This doesn't change the
amounk of Wme someotne will choose
to pat in or not pat in. ... It gives di-
rection about how much county
eounct members should be paid.®

On one side of the fence was Coun-
cil Member Michaed Subin, who did
not dispute thet the eﬁm&m
i & full-time commitment but sakd
the charter was pot a praper place to
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emphasize the time demambs.

“It Emply makes & statement
that heing on the council is some-
thing thot takes 8 minimum of 40
hours [a week] to do,” he ssad. A
founding document of government
is pot there to make thet kind of
statement about gpovernment,
though.”

George Leventhal, on the other
hand, said be'd love for volers to be
able to weigh in on whether council
participation be as time-consuming
s he has found it to be,

“I'd be grafeful to have volers’
viewn on this,” Leventhal said.

One u-mm!'u- -:ouncﬂ mnbers
withn
'lbm Peresz, sulhhwwry -wuldbe

ot prospective council candidates
wmﬂdbemaﬂed from running if
being on council was classified as a
fudl-time job,

“You're left to define and
explain yoursell® he said, adding
that he feels his outaide employ-
ment has cnly complemented his
public serviee.

The council will decide at its July
26 meeting whether to include the
amendment on the Nevember bal-

lot.
dlevitrivderammimer.com




