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COU“ cll considering
switch to full-time sta

w Council weighs change
to the county charter that
could mean higher pay

gy Magcie HysLop
HTAFF WRITER

County Council members dis-
cussed Tuesday whedver they should
redefine their jobs as full tme by
revising the county's charter.

Vters mikst approve any change
to the charter, and tha ralses the
stakes in this years election, where
the seven incumbents standing for
re-gdection face apponents.

Although the amendment, Tec-
ommended by the county’s Charter
Review Commission, would not pro-
hibit council members from being
‘compensated for other work, it
brings. to the forefront the fssue of
whether a  candidate  outside
employment  interferes  with or
detracts from his or her couneil
wiork

Defining council posts as full
time alsn raises pressure (o incnease
salaries (now $79,721 a year, with a
57,973 supplement for the presic
dent), which council President
George L. Leventhal said are at
“honw end” of whiat is wsually paid for
professional work in the county.

“sheuld the council place this on
the ballot, the woters will give us
guidance. ... 1 would find that guid-
ANCE useful sabd Leventhal (I3-At
Lurge) of Takoma Park,

1 have nost found it functional to
have outside employment,” e said,
explaining that he works at least 40
hours weekly and frequently on
Wednesdays, Fridays and weekends
when no council business is sched-
uled.

Michael L. Subin (T-At large) of
Gaithershurg agreed that council
mmb-cmmkm least 40 Tours a
week, but said he sees no reason to
make couecil jobes full time,

Subin, whi has a busy law prac-
tice and has been criticized for miss-
ing some discussions and votes, said
that outside employment enables
council members tn see SNNE issues

they might otherwise miss, He sug-
E:tad it goes against the tradition of

m&gadﬁm couneil,
ancy M. Floreen concurred,

“Tm enough o be able

mmﬂm%-ﬁn;g}hnh el do

not think it should be a requine-
wmeenit,” said Floreen (D-At larpel of
Giarrett Park.

Leventhal, who often has com-
meented that council salaries ane low,
noted that dhe county is larger than
five states and the District of Colum-
iz, whose 13 council mernbers sach
are pakd more than S92,000 & year,

The council is scheduled to
decide uly 25 whether to put the
proposal on the Mow 7 ballat.

In othér husiness

*Cloan energy credits; The coun-
cil unanimously epproved 8 measum
that would provide a rebate o resi-
dents and businesses for hlnﬂnr;
energy from sources deaner than
fossil Tuels. Under the Clean Energy
Rewards program, the county weuld
credit o energy bils or pay hack
aboart ome-half cent of the rughly
2.5 cents more per kilowas-howr that
customers pay for “clean energy”

Abgut 6,000 residents could be
eligible for rebates of up to %60 anmu-
ally, according to council projections.

The council also agreed to
Increase the county govermment's
purchase of “clean energy” from the
current 10 percent to 2 percent of its
use by 2011,

+Track teardowns: Counciiman
Howard A Denis called Tues-
day Eurﬂ:l.ecuunulsuﬁ'iwufu:gs]a
e Orversight o examine the laws
and regulations and audit the prac-
tices that povern neighborhood
tedevelopament,

Concerns about the effect on
commumnities and the endronment
from soores of older, smaller houses
being tom down to build much kueg-
er ones led Denis (R-Dist. 1) of Chevy
Chase 1o sponser  bill passed last
year 1o bower the h.e:lght of replace-
ment homses,

ICC hearing Thursday

The Flanning Beard will hold a
public hearing on the iercounty
Conpector at 1,30 pan. Thursday at
s offices &t 8767 Georgia Ave. in Sil-
ver The hearing & part of a

refierral process by state
and federal mnﬂnf_h:{ems
controversial highway, phmed for

e than five decades to nk Inter-
states 270 and 95 from Gaithersturg
o Lanarel.



