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“With a week to go, Hanson looks good for top plaining post

& Veteran planner and architect
of Agricultural Reserve would
retum to agency he left a quarter
of a century ago if appointed

BY MarcTe HysLop
STAFF WHITER

after Royee Hansom
Pz:nun&mgm!d. heappears

The County Council, which omwes
the board, is expected o vote formally on
Juky 25, bast this week three council mem-
‘ers named Harwon as their favorite can-
didate t take over the troubled agency.

Steven A. Silverman, Nancy M. Floreen
and Phillip M. Andrews are all on the
record backing Hanson among the nine
candidates the council interviewed for the
$150,000-3-year job.

Last yeas, the council recruited Han-
500, who led the board from 1972 through
1681, to advise it on comecting problems
found at the agency after residents uncov-
cred hundreds of building height and set-
buek violations &t Clarksbung Town Center,

Andrews (D-Dst. 3 of Gaithershurg
sided his name wthe list of Hanson back-
eys after Silverman {D-At large} of Silver

I.e!tﬁmommay

Spring said Monday that he will vote for
Hanson's appointment mext week.

Floreen (D-At large) of Garrett Park has
long supported Hansom; she and Silver-
man singled him out in interviews with
The Gazette more than a menth ago.

{D-Atlarge) of Takoma Park declined to say
whom he would support, but said he had
*a sense of where the council i going.”
Hanson is director of the Cerder for
Washington Area Studies at The George
WashmtunUmms::y

“The largest issue facing
that organization is ... the
budget is insufficient and
there are not enough
people there.”

County Councimian Michagl L. Subin
(Ot large) of Gaithersburg.

A look through the conmespondence

Hanuun Iscredaredar.a:dum of the coun-
s Agricultural Reserve,

Councilinan Michael J. Knapp (D-Dist.
2) of Germantown said Hanson is “a lead-
ing candidate, if not the leading candi-
dare,” aldaqu]l(nappsmdhmmm«.me][
he will support Hanson at next week’s
viote.

Councilman Howerd A, Denis (R-Dist.
1) of Chevy Chase agreed that Hanson is
probably among the top contenders on
st lists, but said he i still making up his
miind as constinuents contifiue 1o send-in
their commenis.

file at th i’ offices shows a pregon-
devance of e-mails and letters hacking
Hanson's appointment.

Councilwoman Marilyn J. Praisner (-
Dist, 4) of Calverton said she has narrowed

_her chaices to two applicants bat wants

“The largest issue facing that ongani-
zathon is ... the budget 5 insufficient and
t.hzre are ot enough people there,” sakd
Subin {D-At large) of Gaithersburg,
And that, he said, is the council’s and
the coumty executive’s fault,
Hanson holds a law degree and doc-
torate in government and public adminis
tration hom'fhe:\mmlh‘ukulyand
Village.
Hanson watild suceesd

Tives in Montgomery”

i appointed,
Derick  Berlage, whose four-year tenire as
chairman fell victim to the Clarksburg
seandal ﬂerlag, a former county council-

man, s bl for

inMay.

On Monday, Berlage sent the councila
report, noting that the agency has inple-
mented 45 reforms and s working on 34
mare to correct problems discovered
the aftermath of the Clarksburg revela-
tioms.

Key among the reforms & that the
AEENCY NOW POSHS informration on every

answers 10 a couple of quest

Councilman Michael L Subin said he
helieves he is in the minority because he
thinks the Planning Board chairmarn
should be a “fresh face (who) is able to take
an ahsolutely unbiased view of what is

- happening in the depths of the organiza-
tiom."

application on its Web site
anidh s woeking o post even more 10 allow
residents to track a project from start to
finish. Alzo, public notice is now required
fior recuests to change a project that has
heen approved, and developers must bold
meetings with the community at he

beginting of the process,
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