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Report: Montgomery drinking
water under threat of pollution

E;wi;onlﬁeﬁtal Vgroup
compiles list of county's top
10 most polluted streams

Organization huﬁes release
will strengthen upcoming
clean water regulations

Ry Denn Levitz
Examiner Stafl Writer

Stormawater runoff is only the
start of the severe problems with
Mantgomery Counky streams that
enviroamentalists say threaten the
safety of local drinking water and
recreation.

To Slustrate just how polluted
watorways hove become, n group
of cltipens and environmental ager-
cies called the Stormwater Partners
Coalition just released a top 10 list
of the Glihiest streams across the
county

In doing so, Steve Dryden, with
Friends of Rock Creek’s Environ-
ment, says the coalition wants to
alwaa the need to add some mer.h

the new Clenn Wnl.er Act

umi'ithsoﬁﬂn'h Are in tham;qh

of drafting this summer for Momt-
gomery County,

"The two previous permits were
designed w0 measure the pollution
and try to better understand what's
cawsng iL" e noted. *[t'%s really time
to set the har higher and work to re-
duce the pollution”

The most polluted streams,
which are not ranked, are: Cab-
in John Creek, Little Falls, Little
Paint Branch, Little Seneca Cresk,
Muddy Branch, Northwest Branch,
Rock Creek at the lower walershed,
Rock Run, Sligo Creek and Watts
Branch.

Diryden said the coalition com-
priled this lineup by examining local
and county reports on water qual-
Wy over the past 16 years as well a8
using members' own chservations
about the county’s more than 1,500
miles of stroams.

What they noticed in growing
amounts was the harmful presence
af feriilizers, pestheides, oll, grease
and even raw sewnge [ncreased
construction in Montgomery Coun-
ty also has brought with it influxes
of dirty water.

“Clarksburg has been a huge
problem because mud s running
off of the construction site, and the
streams have b-een harmed by the
muddy water, said “And

'a-loi dﬁnmm pets mad-

dy goes into the drinking watar, .
That's why this should concern ev-
erybody, The wator is not s safe as
you might think "

The Stormwater Partners Coali-
ton's visions for the Clean Waler
Act permit inclade putting caps on
the allowable amount of pollutants
in the streams and limiting develop-
ment hear bigh quality streams.

So far, the Montgomery County
Counel] has taken naotice, Council
members are set Lo consider o res-
olition of support for the group's ef-
forts at today's meeting

County spokeswoman Donna
Bigler said an Evaminer reporter
could not speak with anyone at the
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection on Monday but released a
statement emphasizing the coun-
t's efforts o improve stream wa-
Ler quality over the years,

“While Montgomery County has
mnde healthy streams a tap priori-
ty, its partners al the stote and fed-
eral levels have not. As a result, we
have been hindered in our abiliey
to make even grealer progress,”
the statement said. “We look for-
ward to working with the Storm.
water Coalition and anyone who is
committed to improving the health
of our waterways and the Chess-

pepke Bay” : ‘
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Notes on each of 10 most pollated
sireams, from the Stormwater
Fartrers Conlition:

Cabin John Creek — raw sew-
ape leaks, including 600,000
released in attermath of
e shormed, impasred for bac-
tariamutrentsSediment/balog-
ical quality
Little Falls — huge volumes of
runaff, fair fo poor habitat

poor ar kak; large volume of poarty
cortrofied siormmwater

Little Semeca Cresk — sieep de-
clines In biclogical quality, con-
struction is causing serious sedi-
ment and erpsion problems

mm dbdrlsmlil:;

logicad quality, development

resufted in increased stormwater
poliutian
Northwest Branch — two-lhinds
of the fributaries have been clas-
sified as poor or tair by the county
Rock Creek — large areas of run-
ofl, all of the streams i the low-
ef watershed are lisled as poor or
falr by the county
Rock Run — theee main subwa-
torsheds ane listed as being of low
biological quakty
Sligo Creek — though i1's under-
gone restoration still rated as haw-
Ing poar waber quality
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