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Council picks Hanson to lead
Montgomery’s Planning Board

Member: ‘This s the most
important appointment ...
the County Council can make'
Examiner Staff Writer

The Montgomery County Coun-
cil overwhelmingly Tussday chiose n
HT08-¢ra Planning Board chairman
to agmin take over what is consid-
ered one of the countys most pow-
erful jobs,

The Councll voliad B-1 Lo approve
Royee Hanson, 74, who chaired the
board from 1972 until 1981, He has
recently been nn miviser to the Plan-
ning Board, which has been the sul-
ject of mouch countywide eriticism
in recent months as the scamdal
over the Clarksburg development
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Hansen was one of nine candi-
dates interviewed for the jobh. He will
earn §150,000 annually for n four-
year term, although it is unclear
when be will start. County Exeeu-
tive Doug Duncan bas 30 doys to
sign the resolution.

“This b= the most important ap-
pointment, argushly, that the Coan-
ty Counchl can make " Coanell Memy-
bier Team Perez said,

Hanson, who lives in Montgom-
ery Village, oversaw the Hoard dur-
ing & lime of major development
in the county, which is one of the
wealthlest in the natlon During
his tesare, Hanson pat in place the
county’s first comprebensive
management plan and established
the Agriculturnl Reserve,

Hars=on did not atiend Tuesdny's
meeting snd could not be reached
for thi= story. He eurrently i= o re-
search profeasor ot The George
Whashi n University. He enrned
o from the Univig:
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sity of Contral Olklahome and mas—
ler's, doctornte and low degrees
from American University,

Mihaes] Bubin was the bone coun.
cfl member who did not = -
Hunson, instesd nominating [havid
Gardnir for the job. Subin said ha
wanted someane with experience
buat with “no preconcsived potions™
ahout whil the board ahould be.

Planning Board Chairman Daor-
lek Berlage took himselfl out of can-
siderution for the position in May
Dhuring his term, allegations arcee
that board members npproved ms-
merous code violations in Clarks-
burg Town Center projects behind
closed doors.

Council Member Nancy Florcen
saul the board needed s “stabliz-
ing force”

“I do think It's time for change
and 1 do think it's time to go back
to the future” Floreen said, °1 think
he'll be a stabilizing force™
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