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Veteran

Tapped
To Chair
Planners

By Ao E. Marimow
Washington Post Staff Writer

Montgomery County officials reached into
their past vesterday to try to restore credibility at
the planning agency that has been skewered for
poor management and lapses in oversight of de-
velopment in Clarkshurg,

County Council members tapped Royee Han-

Planning Board
1974to 1981,

Hanson, 74, emerged as a leading candidate al-
ter he served as an unpaid consultant to
the council after the discovery of con-
struction problems at Clarksburg Town
Center. He issued a harsh critique of
what he said were systemic problems at
the Department of Park and Planning,
which the board oversees.

“This is not a guy that pulls
pmmhesonwhatheﬂmﬁsnsngbt.ﬁnd
we know he can handle the job because
he's dome it before,” council President

CMIETR

s,

County Executive Douglas M. Duncan (D) is
expected to approve Hanson's appointment to the
mmehchmsslsl)iIKlayeer

The job is to advise the council and oversee the
county’sparksystemandthedevelopmeﬂtdm
jork ¢ and c projects.
WROYOEISH.‘IC]‘IBIEE you know he's in
charge,” said former council member Esther Gel-
man, who served on the Planning Board with
Hanson. “No one will try to play games
with him. No one will try to make it a lit-
tle too small or a &ttle too high. There
wnllbehamis—ommamgement That's
what is missing.”
Hanson's seleetion is expected to re-
turn the board and the department to
its traditional planning role, which he
described vesterday as “the institution-
al trustee for the future of the county.”
His emphasis, he said, would be *to

George L. Leventhal (D-At Large) said  Hanson was think hard about where this maturing
in a statement after the unanimous Planning Board county needs to be” in its older neigh-
vole. “County residents deserve —and  chairman from borhoods and employment centers and

expect — good government and good
management. They expect stability and
predictability.”

‘The council's decision puts Hanson in charge
of trying to repair a $100 million agency that he
conchuded in January was in disarray. Although
the department was once a national model of effi-
ciency, Hanson found low morale among staff
memhersandacotmﬂmt“mcﬂyhawbemea
development production agency.

Hanson, a George Was]lmgt{:n University re-
aearchpm{e:mr.bhuwdthepmblmpa]ﬂyon

“an unconscionable dereliction of responsibility”
that led to lax oversight. Healsomdtbeco'anul
failed to watch over

Pour highranking planning aﬁmls have re-
signed since the Clarksbur, 1

fwr-yem'term in May, amid signals that the coun-
cil might not confirm him.

1972 to 1981.

in its newer communities that are still
developing,
Council member Howard A. Denis (R-Poto-

mac-Bethesda) said he hoped Hanson's leader- .

ship would signal a “return to the glory days”
when the county had a nationally renowned rep-
utation for planning. Hanson is one of the archi-
tects of the county’s agricultural reserve program,
which protects more than one-fourth of the coun-
ty's land. He played a primary role in creating the
first palicy in the region to try to ensure that roads
and other infrastructure keep pace with growth.

Board chairman Gus Bauman, who served from
1989 to 1993, Hanson would be able to “go before
the council and bang his hands on the table when
he thinks something needs to be done and they
maynotbehstemng He has no compunction
about doing that

Ewen so, two mmilnmnherswhnmtedfnr
Hanson expressed concern yesterday that such
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after problems at Clarkshury Town Center were discovered.

pmumtnadvoc&ymuhmtbemm@.{hun—
cil members Phil Andrews (D-Gaithersburg
Rockville) and Tom Perez (D-Silver Spring) said
it would take a council committed to controlling
development to tackle problems such as traffic
congestion and affordable housing,

“Royce Hanson's appointment is necessary to
restore the standing of the Planning Board, but
it’s not sufficient to get a handle on controlling
growth,” Andrews said,

Hanson was selected from a field of nine candi-
dates interviewed by the council. He was support-

_edbyleudme;ﬂmmﬁxlgmupsmdwasmm

of three contenders identified as “most qualified”
by a coalition of civic organizations.

Before the unanimous vote, counedl member
Michael L. Subin (D-At Large) made a pitch for
another candidate, because, he said, “we need
somebody who knows the system but has no pre-
conceived notions about what is going on in the

Subin threw his support behind David C. Gard-
ner, a lawyer who has represented businesses and
community associations in zoning cases, before
ultimately backing Hanson.

Agricultural leaders also expressed reserva-
tions that Hanson might be too opinicnated on
the development of farmland. The Montgomery
Comnty Farm Burean president said his members
want to reserve the right to build homes on their
property for their children,

“We're trying to get the young people to stay on
the farm, and they're not going to stay if they can’t
build a house on it,” said George Lechlider, who
owns 246 acres near Laytonsville. “We're not say-
ing he’s a bad man. We think he's a fine gentle-
man, but his ideas are different from ours.”

Hmmdefendedhmmtddhstemng’mdm-

a;ﬂa.lmngﬂlatoneoﬂusmhsu
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‘Ywm]mmmmngﬁmmnewwﬂl-
mgtud:langewwmd he said,

Hanson's pressing assignment is to fix an agen-
cy “that is not working as it should,” said Rick Sul-
Tivan Jr., a Maryland-National Capital Building In-
dusﬂyﬁssomuonmwwdmt.
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