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Hanson is pi

u Unanimous County Council vote
veturns a welkknown expert familiar with
the county's history to the landuse panel

#y Marcie Hysor
- STAFFWRITER

Nationally renowned planning egpert
Royee Hanson was named Tuesdsy o lead the
bontgomerny County Planning Board, where he
served as chairman from 1972 to 1981,

Inaunanimens vobe, County Coumnei members
saadHansnm\m.m npmhhailosa rrghtl.‘r!eplan

hlic confidenoe afier res-
idents uncovered ‘humdseds of basilting height und
setheck violations last year in Clarksburg,

Those findings led to the discovery of sys-
termic failures at the county’s planning agency.
It wass those troubles that brought Hanson back
indo the council’s view; the councl asked him
to examine the problems at the troubled
agency, figure out what happened and why,
anl suggest solutions.

When Council President George £, Leven-
thel ominated Hanson on Tuesday, be said it
was not an sasy cholee because the pool of
candidates was strong, and well-qualified.

“Hoyee Hanson is the class of the field,” said
Teventhal {2-At barge) of Takema Park, noting Han-
sons national and local experience and “smmune”

Hason, who ives in Villlage, Fed a
fiedd that included current Planning Board member
John Robirson, Wendell Holloway of the Board of
Appeals, planners, civie activists and land- use
Imweyers, mchuding David C. Gardner, the unl)' -
canit other than Hareon bo receive a vote |

Councitman Michael L Subin nom
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HANSON

wided for Garclnes; fouring his experience as both
& civic activist and fand-use lawyer. Gardner
‘waold he able to book at the sgency without “pre-
concefved notons” and make big changes if
needed, sald Subin AL large) of Gaithersburg.
After Gardner deew no other votes, Subin voted for
Hanson, making his appointment unanimous,

Although he is regarded as the architect of the
county's Agricudiucal Beserve, Hanson calls him-
sedf an “urbandst” and notes that he was respossi-
ble for much of the planning of Germantown,
where he says its time for more jobe o join the
residences and retail that have replaced much
crop and pasture land over the past 15 years.

As for the dozens of reforms that the Plan
ning Board has undertaken recentdy. “we're
prohably going to have to road test ... and see if
some adjusiments ave necessary,” Hanson said,

Hanson has shown his independence and
willingness to challenge the agency he once led as
well s the cousel], sald Ay Presley, co-founder
of the Clarksbuing Town Center Advisory Conmii-
tes, witise research and doggedness unummd
the problems that led 1o the planning scandal

I his report to the council, Hanson eriti-
chzed the agency for & sustained kack of keader-
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W Reeent jobs: Ragaarch professor and
drector, Centar for Washngton Araa
Studies, George Washington University;
peotessor and mtenim direster, Certar for
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Education, University of Maryland,
Battimore County (1998 2002): dean,
Sehoal of Socrd Scierces, University of,
Texas at Dallas (1987.1998]

ship and of internal quality controls, and he said

it suffered for not being held more accounable.

He also urged the council o update the county’s
ing laws, which he called a mess.

Wi think he's a stromg leades with integrity
and we don't believe he's going to be controlfied
by any infesest group,” Prosley sabd.

Hansor's appointment will be approved by
County Executive Douglas M. Duncan (D) as
soon &5 be neceives the paperwork.

“He's right person given the challenges they
have Feced internallv and externally” said
Councibwoman bMarilyn . Praisner (D-Dist. 4)
of Cabverton.

Until the council ta) him to advise
thern on how to vefonmn the planning agency
last year, Hamson was more histary than a pres-
ence to many of the agency’s emplovees.

Hanson, who will be paid $§50.000 a year
luring his fous-pear term, is expected to begin
work in about fwo weeks. He will be working at
the Department of Park and Flannings Siver
Spring headquarters, next to an urban park that
was pamed for him,

1 think Reyee has dhweys been fis” sabd
Rarpd-use lawyer Stephen Z, Kaufran, who rep-
resented Clarksburg Town Center developer
Newland Communities

“What we are looking for i sume leadership,”
Kaufman said, adding that Hanson provided
Yeadership before and that he hopes he will now

Since the acknowled roblems
at (Jlmkxhurguﬁr:ummw rn,aag'?d& its top
managers hiave beft or announced that they will
soon, including Planning Director f‘.hzlrlaﬁ
Loehr, Executive Director Trudye M
Johnison and Chairman Derick ' Berlage, who

ithdirew his bid for in Mayand

“pleciged Tuesday to work with Hanson to

smonth the transidion,

HHI SHITMAKERTHE BATETTE
The county's new Piamim; Dwd chairman, Rayce nmm sail he 15 proud of havieg hslwﬂ create the opan space of the Agricubtural Preserve (pic-
in the §) when he was chairman & quartercentury ago.
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The council has made Hanson's job
towigher by its actions 10 add jobs faster than
housing and shift many costs from devebopers
to taxpayers — against the advice of the Flan-
ning Board, sald Councilman Philip M.
Andrevss D-THse, 3} of Gaithersburg.

Commeilman Michaed |, Knapp said he dis-
agreed with Andrews on the causes for the
county’s growth problems, but is confident that
Harsen “will foree the county (o have the con-
versations that are difficult.”

No one should think that problems at the
dagency are fived because the council has
named a mew chairman, said Councilman
Thumis E, Perex (D-Dist, 5} of Takoma Park,

Peres urged Hanson to “reach out” 1o some
farmers who opposed his  appointment
berause of concerns that he would not support
same provisions that they have counted on that
increase theirvalue of their land.

Peres alon urged his colleagues to change the
date when they appoint the Planning Board chair-
e 50 that it does not fall before an election

“Is difficdt to begin with, but with the pokit-
ical overlay of an election year rnabﬁ harter i
o what is in the public interest],”

Praisner saicrﬂm slsn wants Hanson to RO
“back to the future” by taking a look at ways the
1980 pian for the east side of the coumty over
looked L}wneedsnfo]dﬂnwighbmim‘d:




