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County
coped well
in storms

m Leaders credit planning and cooperation
for success managing floods, power outages

BY JANEL Davis
STAFF WRITER

The county’s response to last week’s record
rainfall and the resulting flooding was successful
because there was an emergency plan in place,
county leaders say.
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Plan kept series of storms
manageable, officials say

STORM

it was a week that saw torrential
dewnpours, roads washed out, the
threat of Lake Needwoods dem
bredking and the evacuation of more
thean: 2,200 people.

"It the tiddle of such an event,
local government’s first priotity is to
res xdwﬁl\whmawnsmma;y
:rgiurxelhem[m}lufmmldmlx. the
coumtys chief administrative officer,
Bruce F Homer, said Prniuyaﬁemm

Romer, who was in charge of the
counly's emergency response —
County Executive Douglas M. Dun-
can (D} is on medical leave —
praised local, state and foderal agen-
cies for their collaboration and suc-
cessfisl implementation of the coun-

coping with as much as 12 Inches of
rain over four days, ncloding over-
tirne and damage to uninsuced)
erty, at abowt $1.6 million, said Fire
and Rescue Battalion Chief Brian 5.
Germ Expenses for bridge. road and
dam repairs have not been tallied yet.
On Friday, Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich
It (B} asked for federal disaster velief
!‘ncr five counties, including Mot
gomery. On  Sunday, President
George W. Bush {R) declared parts of
the state’s Eastern Shore

tion, it could be added hlnr to 1.he
list.

“We had a proper [plan] in place
that was updated af the beginming of
this year,” Geraci said.

The plan !eqr.linedby the federal

“Inthe middfe of such
an event, local
government's first
priority is to respond
with whatever is
necessary to ensure the
safety of ourresidents.”

Bruce F. Romes,
county’s chief administrative officer

schools and the county fairgrounds

in Galthersburg, maintained road
closures, oreed power outages
and began up effores.

The gmup’s highm prafile wark
involved the earthen dam surround-
ing lake MNesdwond, The dam
straimed last week to confain the lake,
but tesking worried engineers who
were concerned thar it might give
way. More than 2400 residents in
Rockville and Eensington  were
ordred out of their homes as a pre-
caution,

At one point, water in the fake
rose fo 23 feet above normal. More
than 100 peop]s from \anms agen-

the dam

d by the
county's Deparrmm of Homeland
‘,ecun,ty. is confidential and contains
information sach as evacuation
zomes ard rescue routes.

"There were not a whole log of
glaring issues,” Geraci sakd. “Yes, we
had a few glitches, but all in all, it
went well and that's been a history
with us in the county.”

Retief efforts

When the storms began late on
the dﬂmmn of June 25, county
Homeland Security Director Gordon
A. Aoyagi pulled together a planning
team to monitor the increasing rain-
fall. Two days later, as the weather
intensified and the rains kept com-
ing, an emergency managemen
gr:gt.up — which included cnn.:erg
apencies, utility companies, the
Cross, county schools, volunteer
groups and area officials — was acti-
vated.

Irmﬂmgrwp,abmn%pmple
warking from the Emergency Opera-
tions Center in Gaithersburg, that
coordinated evacuation efforts in the
Lake Needwood apea of Reckville,
monitored shelters at local high

cies
Iy, sleeping in shifts on the dam, said
Mary Bradford, the county’s parks

Late Thursday might, the water
level and seepage began to subside

and residents were allowed to return
to their hames.

“T know we had 10 make some
Judgment calls that coubdo’t have
been easy” said County Council
President George L. Leventhal (D-8t
large) of Takoma Park, whose own
basement flooded twice during the
week.

As engineers monitored Lake
Needwood, Pepeo officials worked to
restore power in some of the county’s
hardest hit areas,

“These were small outages, We'd

it mmcandﬂmge!amﬂm

But Sundays thunderstorms out
power to maore than 13,000 Pepeo
custommess, including 6,000 largely in
Fockville, Gail Kensington
and Garrett Park, who remained

Sunday. Most of the damage was
found in the 12800 block of Hath-
away Drive and the 12200 bock of
Eendafl Court, where a number of
homes were affected, said Capt.
Oscar Garcia, a fire and rescie servic-
s sprokesman.

“Families were displaced, but
sk vd 10 go with family and
friends,” Garcia said.

Technolagy atso played a key part
in the county’s response. Residents
enmiled in the ooumrs Alert Mont-

program received a sedes of
weather, road and  evacuation
uprdates thravghout the week by text
IMESSIZEs 0n lh:lruJiphm‘x!s arsd
e-mail. The service, provided
the county’s Web site (www.maont-
gomerycountymd.com), saw  an
influx in enroflments, up from ahout
5,000 before the storms (o &s many as
125 niew enirolless a day, said Geraci,
who manages the p . The cities
‘of Rockville and Gai aper-
ate sknilar programis.

Maving forward
ing a brigfing last week by
ml]ﬁl‘;'mﬁﬁrm on the munrﬂa

response to the emergency, County
Councilman Steven A. Silverman (D-
At large) of Silver Spring noted that
umnlike dee Gulf Coast kst year, stomms
hiere lacked the accompanying winds
that ane resporsible for downed pow-
ar tines, fallen trees and debris.

Another saving grace was that the
countys public schooks were closed
for summer break when the storms
hit. Somse of the school system’s prac-
tice fields were camaged, and a few
classrooms at one school were affect-
ed, but there were no reports of exten-
sive damage, said Richard G. Hawes,
the school systens faciities manager.

Looking ahead, Aoyagl said the
=Y a:il] needs to mvest in traffic
sugna! gmmn o keep stoplights

nﬁm pnwerunmge&

In all evacuation sites
wilhmawnmrﬁpcmmmmm
o provide residents with first-hand
information, something that did not
happen last week. Also, some cefl
phone companies, such as Cingular,
havchemmmmd ahout failures in

else,” said sp
Robert Dobkin,

Dobkin said efforts were also
slowed by crews helping with fire and
police calls. The crews were called off
restoration jobs o disconnect power
at finoded homes. Dobkin estimated

about 8,500 Momtgomery homes kst

weck wers without power at any one.
tie, By Friday, all outages had been
Testored,

“l i ttw:ensmperfwt
ume and there are no perfect deci-

sions,” saﬂﬁndmw[lﬁmmn.ﬁu

tioms like these. and that is what hap-
pened this vieek 1 the coiity™

DAMAGE

Early estimates of domage
cauged by last week's storm
totated more tham 51.6 millian,
not ingluding repair for roads,
bridges and dams, sccording to
the county's Departmsent of
Hameland Security.

Damaga inchudgd:
B 18 county roads closed
B § maliunctioning traflic signais

W 8,500 Pepco power outages (ot
counting Sunday’s outages)

W 147 fiaded basement calls to
county palice

W 25 =wift-water rescues completed
by fire and rescua sendces

W 45 compiants sbout ceble out:
ages

B 2200 peaple evacusated from hames,
housed in emergency shelters

SOUREES: HOMELARD SEEURITY, SFFICE OF THE
leﬁ'ﬁ DSFICER AND- RODSTY

CLEAN-UP HELP

"Creating a Healthy Home: A Fieid
Buide for Cleanlip of Flended
Homes” is available oaline at

www.ceaterforhealthyhousing.org.
A free DVD demonstrating proce-
dures in the guide is available by
calling §77-312:3046.

BEWARE OF SCAMS

W Residents should be especially
leery of affers from contractors
who solicit goor to-door, parfic-

* ularly those who ask for pay-
meent up front or pressure
homeawners e make an imme-
diate decision, warns Attormeay
General ). Joseph Curran Jr.

B To see if a contractor 5
licensed by the Manyfand Home
Inprovernant Commazsion, call
410-230:630%. Consumers
also can sk about the
contractor's complaint kistory.

B Deal anly with contractors who
have an established business.

W Be wary of phony refisf efforts —
solicines who use the name of
an organization similar to a wal
knowm charitable organization.
Check if a charity is reglstered
with the state, as requied, by
caling the Secretary of Stahe’s
Charities Division at 410974
5534 or BO0S254510. Make

& For more, go to
wrn.cag. state.md.us and click
on Cansumer Protection.

SUWRME: ATTORHEY GENERALS GFFICE

NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE

W T buy insurence, contact your
nsusance agert or call 8O0
A27A219 to find one,

W For more on the prograen. cal
BB3427-4661 or go to
weern. floodsmart. gov.
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