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Verizon sues county over
its cable franchise law

u County says the company
won't follow its rules

WVerizon has sued Montgomery

County, saying that the county’s
cable franchising process is uncon-
stitutional. The lawsult, Bled Friday
i LS, District Court in Greenbelt,

Council Notes
TAKEL BAVIS

seeks a preliminary  injunction
invalidativyg the county’s cable fran-
chising Law and disecting the coun-
Ty o negofiaie a franchise agree
ment allowing Verizgn w provide
cable television serince within 60
days,

“We would prefer to reach agree-
ment on a franchise that would offer

Ty County
miore choiee for theit cable se:r\qm
bt aftes & year of essentlally fruitdess
negotiations, we are at an impasse.”
john B Frante, Verizon vice president
ant associste general counsel, said
in & staferent.

County officials said they intend
o figh the kawsuit

“The county cable franchise
process had been clearly spefbed aut
in the Montgomery Couniy code
since 1982, __. The county repeated-
by expressed to Verizon and acted
upon the county’s
commitment io
expedine the fran-
chise agresment,
but it takes rwo
parties (o negob-
ate,” said Chief
Administrative
Officer Bruce R
Romer,

Montgomery i

fready has cable Praierier
franchise agreements with Comgast
and RCN.

“Verizon just doesn't want to play
by the same rules as everyone else”
suid County Conncilwoman Mariiyn
T. Praisner {D-Tist. 4) of Calverton,
who chatrs the Management and
Fiscad Policy committee, whicl over-
sees cable franchises. “This lawswit is
e veally about Montgormery Coun-
. 1t i Verizon's atterngt to influence
federal legislation.”

No eourt date has been sched-
wled, anid Verizon spokesman Harry
Mitchell.

Smoking ban updata

Hestawrant sales tax recefpis con-
tinue to rise almost three years after
the county enacied its smoking ban
in bars and restaurants, County
Councilman Philip M. Andrews said
Momnday,

Andrews was joined at the
finckyille news conference by county
execuiive candidate and former
counsty executive lsiah Leggert (D0,
whi sponsored the original smoking
“um i 1995, The han was rhlmvn ot

atate Compiroller's Office that show
a 19 percent increase in osales tax
receipts from county restaurants
since October 2003 when the law
took effect — from 357 millien in
2002 1o 368 million in 2005, Diata for
the first three months this year show
116 miliion in sales tax recoipts.

“Piomtgomerys] law has had a
ripple effect, and hopeully theripple
will continue all the way 10 Annapo-
lis met year,” said Andrews (D-Tist
3) of Gaithershurg,

Calls to the seate restaumant own-
1% dssociation were not renumed.

Sen. Ida G. Ruben (D-Dist. 20) of
Silver Spring has fought unsuccess-
fully to get 2 statewide smoking ban
passed by the Gemeral Assembly
since 2004,

This week’s announcement this
wieek followes a report by the 115, Sur-
geon Generl, which concluded that
there are no safe levels of exposure to
secomdhand smoke. Last year 1ni-
wersiny of Maryiand and Roswell Park
Cancer Institite esearchers fourd
that restaurant smobing bans had no
effect on Testaurant tax revenue in
aren Juriscticons, including Mont-
gomery Conumnty.

Sinee Momtgomery's law ook
effect, Prince (eorge's, Howard, Tal-
hot snd Charles counties, as well as
Washington, D.C., have passed simi-
Tar faws. H\Jchlﬂb, Gaithershurg,

‘Takorma Park and other nunicipali-
ties have adopted similar laws,

Monigomery County'’s 2003 ban
followed a similar ordinancs enact-
ed In New York Chry in Decernber
2002, .

Free bus rides

Ride Cn is offering free bus rdes
to people £5 and older and to people
with disabilities from 930 am. to 3
pon. Monday through Friday

Seniors must show cither a
Metro Senior Reduced Fare Identifi-
cation Card or o Medicare Card and
wvalid photwo identdfcation (drivers
license, passport, or state Issued
identification card). People with dis-
abilities and, # applicable, their
attendant, must show a hMetro Dis-
abled Tdenification Cand or Metro
Dhsabled “Attondant Eligible” 1D

I carnd applications are avail-
able at cosnty senior  centers,
Hbraries, The Commuter Express
store in Siiver Spring and at regional
service centers, Call 240-777-7433 or
240-TTT-5869 TV

Hat in the ring

Takoma Park City Councilman
Barc. Elrich will formally announce
fls carddidecy fopan at-large seat on
the County Council on Satar day in

ch (1) earfier had beer a can-
didate for the District 5 seat being
wacated by Thomas E. Perez (D}, who
is num g for atioroey general, Last
ich dropped out of that
school hoasd member
£itd) announced i the




