Montgomery Co.
to test fraud hot line

Ilrapeclm General's Office.
hopes to deter scam artists
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Just as they can with incidents of
gang activity, Montgomery Coanty
regidents soon will be uble to phone
in tips about poesible cases of fraud-
ulent setivity.

County lenders on Mondey sup-
ported & one-year trial period for o
fraud hat fine brought forth by the
Office of the Inspector General.

The hot Ene would be & new, dedi-
cated Lelephone number from which
citizens can report possible viols-
tions of county law or policy, abus-
s of powor by members of the local

authorities of potential scnms.

“It I something that is comman
peactice in many places” he said, Tt
helps deter frand and brings light to
what the inspector general should
I booking at. ... Not everyone has
thelnt:metmﬂmmlthgoutna

the county n whopping

$4 billion it's crucial that the inspec-

{or general’s office goes a good job in
taxpayers’ money

In a report spelling out the ben-

General

a8 Degley sald that hot lines have
become a popular way for govern-
monl; to protect the public from

swindled. The Assoeintion of
Ce Fraud Examiners, In fact,
found in 2004 that agencies most of-
ten detect frand through a tip and
that hot lines providing anomymity
to callers is one of the best ways to
solicit tips.

He added that starting up a bot-
line will ol require nddilional staff,
and it will only coat $1T000 at the
mast to implement.

The plan right now & to pet the
phobe hne up and running m No-
wember.

The Inspeclor General was estab-
fished by the County Counedl in 19697
to prevent and detect frud, waste
and abuse in govermmental activi-
ties a8 well s ko propose ways to
mﬂnmﬂbﬂity of po-



