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Marilyn Praisner
served the county
with a keen eye
and sharp mind

BY C. BEnjaMIN FORD
AND PaTRICIA M. MURRET
STAFF WRITERS

Montgomery County Coun-
cilwoman Marilyn ). Praisner’s
legacy can be found in the coun-
ty's parks, in its public services,
and in the arcane policy delails
that make government work.

) “Her legacy is one that, at first
blush, is not always obvious to
people,” County Executive Isiah
Leggett
said. “She Eugene Lynch
was - not | yamembered for

ég;’ﬁ; olﬁb public service

ous things, W Page A-26
throwing

her name on a bunch of fields ...
but rather more for the funda-
mental things that make il possi-
ble for the county to doail of those
good things.”

Praisncr, who served longer
than any other womanin the coun-
cil’s history, died Friday from com-
plications of surgery Wednesday to
replace a heart valve. She was 66.

The meticulous grandmother
and former CIA bureau chief pored
over the fine points of budgets and
commiittee reports with stich care
and attention, she was once
dubbed the “Princess of Process.”

“They're tedious and theyre

i not always exciting, but she would
GAZETTE FILE PHOTO deal with them. Shed read and

Marilyn ). Praisner laughs in a December 2006 interview at her office in the County E‘}Sp;’(?cggggﬁtrﬁg:tgg:&igﬁg
Council building in Rockville. Praisner, a three-time council president and the longest- P : i
serving woman in council history, died Friday at 66.
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couniy beyond measwre, That, to
me, is her legacy,” Legget (D) said.
“the things she fought for were
the things that produce good gov-
ernment. You {ollowed the
process. You had tanspavency.
And the courage and willingness
on occasion fo taise the tough
questions or (o give the tough
answers,”

Leggett, who called Praisner a
loval supporter and friend, said
she had helped him over his years
in governinert.

“Its a hig loss to the county.”
Leggett said. “We may not notice it
from day one, butas we go forward,
hers will be a difficuls role to fil”

A Democrat who represented
the coungil’s District 4, Praisner
received praise from state and
county leaders, who haited herasa
powerhouse who understood how
to make governinent mose acces-
sible and transparent to people,

“Marilyr was one of e lutks
that understand:that,” said Coun-
cil President Michael J. Knapp (D-
Dist. 2). of Germantown.

“That was something Marilyn
abways falked about — that things
got decided when there was a fair
and open diatogue that was inchu-
sive,” said Councilwoman Duchy
Trachtenberg (D-At farge} of Nosth

Bethesda. “She worked hard to

make sure that did happen.”

Known as a hard workes, she
attended her last conneil meeting
on luesday to squeeze in as
much work as possible before
guing in for the swrgery on
Wednesday morning.

“Tm going ta miss -her terri-
bly," Trachtenberg said. “She came
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Motitgomery Cousty Council merbers {frem left) Mancy M. Floreen, Roger
Berfiner ant Michaet ). Knapp gather outside HinesRinaldi Funeral Home in
Silver Spring at the viewing for Marilyn ). Praisner an Monday afternoon.

into my office [Tuesday night] and
we hugged and I wished her well.
She gave me u to-do list, recom-
mendations of things to read and
get more information on. “There
were a lot of things going on in the
counly certainly xelaied to the
budget. I joked with her, You're
giving me my marching orders’
and she said, “Yes.”

Former Councilweoman Nan-
¢y B Dacek, who served 12 years
on the council with Praisnet, said
the county is particularly going to
miss Praisner’s ability to study a
hudget and find what could be
cut and what could not.

“It’s a real logs to the county
and its a real loss to the council
and it's 4 real luss for those of us
who were her friends,” said
acek, a Republican, “She was the
hardest working-member of the

council that ¥d everknown and so

very bright. I'm not sure that’s a
Jegacy, but she was onewho 1 and
others on the board looked up o
and looked te for information on
the budget and everything else.”

Behind the scenes, Praisner
helped shape the county by mak-
ing sure momey could he found for
theprograms to make the countya
better place and to make the hard
decisions on saying no when ion-
ey was not available, Davek said.

“Marilyn was someonce who
had strong convictions on things,
but was willng to listen te every-
body and anybody and she truly
did listen,” Dacek said. "She did-
t just give it fip scrvice. Shed
take from her reading and all she
heard from people and she'd
come ta her position,”

As a negotiator, she would
work to build a consensus on the

council and though she repre-

CONT.

sented hor district well, she also,
could see the big picture for the
county, Dacek said,

Praister's daughier Alison
Khampp thanked all the county
residents and: jeaders who had
sent well-wishes and condolences.

T guess-1 would just want
people to know how much she
loved Montgomery County and
how she worked so tirelessly for
s.many howurs for so many vears
o make it a better place to live”
she said Priday, “And how proud
we all were of the afl the accom-
plishments and awards she has
been given through the years.”

Most. of all, she said, she
wanted to say “just how much we
loved her and how much we are
going to miss her.”

Through tears, she said she
hiad been watching Leggett: and
Montgomery County Board of
Education Member Nancy
Navarro share their memaries on
television.

“We just greatly appreciate
cveryoness love of my Mom,” she
said. “She shared herself with the
county se much and I appreciate
everyone sharing backright now.”

On the morning of Nov. 16,
Praisner was involved.in a fender
bender crash in the Buronsville
area, After exchanging informa-
tion with the ather driver, she
again drove off the road and into
atree. It waslearned latev shewas
suffering from prieumonia. Cou-
pled with a collapsed lung from
the second crash, Praisner was in
the hospital for six weeks. Her
heatt trouble was discovered
while she was in the hospitat and
surgery was scheduled. -

A Calverton resident, Praisner

_ MARILYN ). PRAISNER

B Narried with three children a1d
four grandchildren

W Represented Cistict 4 (Aspen Hil,
Burtonsvile, Calvarton, Cloverly,
Derwood, Fairland,

Sandy Spring, Siver

Wheaten,

&prirg, Spencervil
and White Oak} g0
Courty Counci since 1990

Caotinty: Souncil president three
limes, in 1993, 1997 and 2007

Chaired Pianning, Housng and
Econcrric Developrent Com
mittee

Served on Manzgemenl and
Fscal Policy Committze

Served on the county Board cof
Fducation, 1982-90; board
president in 1984 and 1987,

Wember of the board of direc-
tors of the National Asseria.
ticn of Counties INACO)

President of the Mardand Assc-
ciatior: of Gounties in 2003

snt 16 years at the Central

intefligeqce Agancy, serving as
an incelligence analyst, branch
chief and stail member Tor the
Deputy Director of Inteligence.

DONATIONS

In lieu of flowers, danations may
be sent to the Ida Raitano Fund
at Douglass College at Rutgers
University, Praisner's alma mater.
Cantributions may be sent to the
Ida Raitana FundBouglass Annual
fund, Douglass Coflege Alumnae
Asseciation, 181 Ryder Lane,
New Brunswick, N} 189018557,
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was the longest-serving curent
member of the coutll, in her
fifth four-year term. Praisner just
completed her rhird ane-yeat
term as council president and
har previously served three ore-
veur terms as courcil vice presi-
dent.

Amorg her many accom-
pthmems, she was known for
her advocacy on childrens issucs
and ationally recognized leader-
ship on lechnology and telecunt-
munications legisladon.

Praister, a $8-vear sesident of
WMontgomery County, is survived.
by her husband Donald Praisner,
three children and four grand-
children.

Praisner previously served as

a member of the county’s Board
of Cducation, whexe sne led
efforts to reduc size,
expand cuum,eung semcei and
add school facilities for day care
and hefu(h services.
Earlier in her career, Praisner
worked 1€ years at the Central
Intelligence Ageucy; serving as
intelligence analyst, branch chie
and staff member for the Deputy
Dircetor of Intelligence.

Councilman  Philip M
Andrews (D-Disi. 3) of Gaithers-
burg said he had last seen Prais-
ner In her uffice Tuesday, betore
her surgerv — and thar the
“devoted” councilwoman had
been “warking as much as she
could” and “eager to et back o
work”

Praisner had attended a full
day of council actbvities that day
and “in typical fashion - hud
worked on council-related mat-
tors Iong indo the night,” despite
he next day’s scheduled surgery,
council spokesman Neit Green.
berger said n a statement.

Andrews, who served nine
years witts Praisaer on the Coun-
ty Council and the councils Man-
ageient and Fiscul Policy Com-
wittee, called Praisner a mentor
and good friend whum be widd
graatly miss.

"She was & model public offi-
clal, remarkably hardworking,
exceptionally  conscientious
about serving her consdtuents
and always lving op 1o (he frust
public placed in hex by the pub-
tic,” be said,

Moreaver, aad a won-
derful sense of humor thar
shuwed ihat — while she was
extremely conscientious about
her work --- she was able (0 Jaugh
at herself and appre icte the
furnor in a situation,” he said.
“That's very helpful on the Coun:
ty Council and anywhere clsc.”

en Dan Epps first maved
tn Cabverton nearly 40 years ago,
Piaisner was one of the first peo-
ple to greel hirn as pat of a
reighborhoed welcoming com-
mittee.

Even when Praisner later rep-
resented Fpps and all-of eastern
Monigowery County, frst on the
Montgomery County Buard of
Fducation and then on the Coun-
1y Cowned, he thought of tor ds s
friend above all

“She was always very stp
portive and ioved the Calverton
comeunity,” said Bpps, president

of the Calverton Citizens Associa-
tion. "She gave her best 1o us.”

Anise Key Browm, direcior of
'he Eastern Montigomery Region-

Services Center, worked with
Pml‘znu oy more than a decade.

“I am devastated,” Hrown
said Priday aiterooon. *She was
the east county’s best fiiend”

Brown, who worked with

Praisner for more than 2 decade.
seid Praisner pushed for more
respurces and recognition for res-
slents who falt slighted becanse
they did not live in an urban cen-
ter. Praisner’s cfforts led tu the
opening of the Lastern Mont-
aomery Regional Services six
years ago.

“{ can't hmagine things with-
out her” she said. “She wauld
always say, ‘Call me Marilyn, but
it was so hard for me becau=e I
thoughr s highly af her.”

Barry Wides, president of the
North White Oak Givic Associa
Tion, first worked with Praisoer in
1995 to fight a propased cell
phoae tuwer in the Martin Luther
Kinig ' Recteation, Park in Silver
Spring, [hive years kner, Draisner
made sure undeveloped Jand
Tehind the While Oak tibrary
becane a low-scale, low-density
housing community, which resi-
dents preferred instead of & Park
and Ride or an apuriment proj-

ct,

“She louked above pulitics 0
what was in the public interess,”
“Wides said Fricuy afternoun. “She
was always 4 big help forus.”

Praisner was a frequent giest
&t the association’s meetings. At
one meeting fast sunmer, Prais-
o residents had wn animat-
ed discussion about housing
code enforcernent.

*She didn't atways tell
what they wanted to hear” v
said. “She wanted to du the right
{hing”

Stuart Rochester, an easr
county activis; last bitked o
Praisner on Wednesday befote
et surgery. Thirty miaules of
their conversation was abour a
variety of issises Praistier wanieil
to tackle after her procedure.

“C said joldnigly, "Marilyn, 1'n
glad to see you're siowing down,”
Rochester recatled Friday, “But it
was 1ot in her makeup to slow
down.”

Rochester said  Praisner
deserved credit for her visihle
avcomplisitents in the east
county, such as the services cen-
tor and Laittand library and com-
munity recreaton centar, bur
also for her behind e scenes
work. Praisner was involved in
many zooing zad land usc issues,
he said, and in the last year had
been trying o find a now e
for the Dutch Country Marke:

er n, Faidand and Bur-
umsvﬂl_ have beea much
poorer plac&!s‘.vilhout ey, besajel

Barbara Foresti, chairwomar
of the White Oak Master Plan
Commitee, said Praisner was &
big supporter of masfer plans
and got conamiitee members 1
‘believe in their visions.

“t admired the way she stond
up for us” she saic. "l of et
coninty loved ber and what she did.”

df Weiters Darny jacobs.
Margie Hyslop and Sebastion
Montes contrihuted o this report.




