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MGH, MedStar merger officially announced

u Montgomery General
officials say hospital
will remain an integral
part of the greater
Oiney community

BY CONTESSA CRISOSTOMO
STAEF WRITER

Montgomery General Hospi-
tal and MedStar Health officially
announced their merger Friday
morning during a celebration o
break ground on their expan-
sion projert at the Olney hospi-
tal.

“We've made 4 lot of strides
and now were taking another
significant step forward,” Peter
Monge, -Montgomery General
president and chief executive
officer, told the more than 100
elected officials, dignitaries and
hospital staff who attended the
event.

Mange noted that the non-
profit community hospital that
was founded in 1918 by well-
known local doctor Jacob Bird
would remain focused on the
commmunity.

“We wifl go about business
as usual, but now we can move
quickly on things,” Monge said.
“We have more money to work
with.”

The sume Montgomery Gen-
eral doctors, nurses and thera-
pists will be on hand to. treat
patients, hospital officials said.

“What MedStar will bring is
the best resources, medical edu-
cation; research and put it in the
hands of the caregivers,” said
Kenneth A, Samet, MedStar

Health president and chief exec-
utive officer.

County Council President
Michae} }. Knapp (D-Dist. 2) of
Germantown said the hospital's
merger and expansion project is
an “impertant next step in the
evolution” of Olney.

*The hospital is one of the
centers of the community,”
Krapp said. “¥t is important to
take the next step-in the cvolu-
tion.”

Knapp presented the hospi-
tal with a proclamation along
with Councilwoman Nancy M.
Floreen (D-At large} of Garrett

Park.

“This is the future and the
past brought together,” Floreen
said.

The 149-bed hospital will
add two buildings in its $30 bil-
lion expansioil project: a three-
story building that wili double
the  hospitals  emergency
department and 3 twe-story
building  for  adminisirative
offices.

Hospital officials said the
current facility was built to treat
35,000 patients a year. The
expansion will allow for 60,000
patients a year.
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Kenneth Samst (left), president of MedStar Health, and Peter Monge (centar), president of Moentgomery
General Hospital, shaké hands after a ribhoncutting ceremony Friday morning to celebrate the partnership
between the twa healthcare organizations.

The expansion will also
allow the hospital to cenvert
nearly all in-patient units to pri-

vate rooms, move oulpatient
services o muore acressible Joca-
tions, consiruct a new and
much larger cafeteria, provide
required additdonal parking, and
retain  flexibility for future
needs, hospital officials report-
ed.

Montgemery General offi-
cials announced last March
that they were looking to part-
ner with ancther haspital or
healthcare organization, citing
concernn over finances and
overtures from potential part-
ners.

“We had a_number of diffi-
cull years, hut now things have
tirned around and we ase prof-
Htable,” Monge had said in mak-
ing the announcement. “B
when you're noi profitable,

October to merge with MedStar
Health of Columnbia, a $2.9 bil-
fion organization of seven other
haospitals and healtheare servie-
es in the Baltimore-Washington
ared.

Constiuction is. expected to
begin next month and be com-
pleted by 2010.




