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High-Traffic Areas in Montgomery

The Montg y County Pl

ing Board has released a

report showing the most congested interseciions, roadways
and corridors in the county. Here are the 10 most congested
intersections, ranked from the most to least congested.
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Montgomery Traffic Fixes
Are Ineffective, Study Says

By Miranna 8. Sprvack
Washington Post Staff Writer

if you drive on Great Seneca
Highway near Muddy Branch
Road in Gaithersburg, you have
the dubious distinction of pass-
ing through Mentgomery Coun-
ty’s most clogged intersection.
That is, if you can clear the light
anytime soon.

No. 2 on the list is Georgia
Avenue at Raundelph Road,
which joins the top-10 mest
crowded county intersections
for the first time, according to a
new report by county planners.
No: 3 is Route 355 at King Farm
Boulevard, which moved up

from eighth worst.

In fact, traffic congestion is so
bad in some parts of Mont-
gomery that the county’s new
rules to control it may already
he obsolete, the report suggests.

Congestion is “at undesirable
levels in many areas of the coun-
ty,” the report said. The Mont-
gomery planning hoard is slated
to discuss the findings tomor-
TOW.

‘While the mid-county is clear-
ly affected, some of the most se-
vere jams are in the county’s
southern tier, where more devel-
opment is planned and thou
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Little Improvement Seen in Montgomery County Traffic Congestion

. gands of new commuters will be heading
for the expanded Natiomal Navaf Medical
Center in Bethesda in a few yeurs. And 2
though there are plans to bluat the unpa('t
of newcamers, the veport suggesls that
wore may be needed. Of the 422 in-
tersections that were tested, 58 were con-
sidered filing, the report said.

Rockville Fike (Routs 355) from down-
town Betbesda to West Cedar Lane,
which passes by the naval medical center
and the campus of the National Tustitutes
of Health, is also on the troubled list, as is
Georgia Avenue from downtown Silver
Spring to the Beltway.

Other problem areas are Norbeck Road
{Route 28) from just north of Rockville
Pike to Georgia Avenue, and Connecticut
Avenue (Route 185) from Priendship
‘Heights at the District line fo the Beltway.

“One of the points we are trying to
drive home i that it’s rot accessarily get-
tmg worse, but traffic is not significantly
improving. We need to start to focus on
making the sysfem better,” said Ronald
Vaughn, whe beaded the study for the
planning agency. The repori proposes
several possible fixes, from widening in-
tersections to adding rapid. buses with
dedicated lanes to allow them to bypass
traffic.

Across the county, one of seven in-
tersections, or 14 percent. is more con-
gested than recently enacted tules allaw,
the report said. The new tougher stan-
dards stem from the new growth policy,
which a sharply divided county council
spent almost all of last year trying to re-
work, The goal was to flad a way to allew
growth while ensuring that more devel-
opment does oot Jead to more gridlock on
the roads and more crowding in public

schools.

Despite its somewhat gloomy ouflosk,
the report also contains at least a glimmer
of hope for drivers and public transit us-
ers trying to mwxgxtz clogged streets.
The report said that in some plrces, -
forts to bmit congestion are wotlong. In
atdiers, help is on the way.

“Congestion levels were reduced as a
result.of improvements at those intersec-
tions,” Vaughn said. “Where we have re-
sources to make improvements, they are
working.” -

Improvements, which have included
changing the timing of lights and adding
new lanes, resulted in better traffic flow
on Georgia Avenue (MD 87) at Forest
Glen Road and on Fredetick Road (Route
355) at Ridge Road (Route 27), among
others.

Some of the report data are based on
projections about how new projects will

iraprove local traffic. The study uﬁed a

“Is it rational to expect that in an ur-

model that included the i
nector, which is under construction, bu!
did not include the proposed Purple Line
trangit route that would connect Beth-
esda and Silver Spring, The planners
[ooked at projects that ave in the county’s
capilal bwdgel through the 2012 fiscal
year, which does not mclude the Purple
Line, Vaughn said,

Co Cmmcﬂ member Nancy Flo-
reen (D -At Large), who chairs the trans-
portation committee, said the reportis a
useful too] for officials “to tell us whese
we should be focusing our resources. In
most years we have made the standards
tighter, so you flunk the test more fre-
quently.”

She s2id some tesidents expect that

there will be smoothly flowing traffic oo
loc_gl roads. But that's not realistic, she
said.

an inajuris !
the center of the free world?" she asked.

Council member Marc Elrich (D-At
Lasge), who has questioned the planning
staif’s methods of ealowlating traffie flosw
anct delays, said olher jursdictions put
more emphasis on calculativg wailing
time and backups than Montgomery
does. That skews the results by un-
derstating how heavy traffic actually is,
he said,

“Things are going to get worse before
they get better. We have all this approved
develnpment that is goingto get built un-
des the ofd growth policy.” He said that
there are about 28,000 housing units that
will be built under the ofd rules, which al-
lowed more traffic and requited less ef-
fort by developers and the county to re-

duce it
“This is a real, real disaster,” he said.



