
Dog tethering would be limited in county under counterproposal 

Tied canines could be kept outside no more than two hours 
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A Montgomery County Council committee has recommended limiting the amount of 
time that dogs can be tied outside to two hours, as well as requiring swivels at both ends 
of any tether to reduce risks of the animal becoming entangled.  

The Public Safety Committee's recommendations, announced Thursday, are in response 
to a proposal from County Executive Isiah Leggett (D) to further protect dogs tied outside 
from injury and severe weather by requiring that a person be outdoors and within sight of 
a tethered dog at all times.  

The committee's recommendations also called for limiting the two-hour tie-out period to 
once a day between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. The recommendations also leave in place existing 
animal welfare regulations, such as those requiring sufficient shelter and water.  

Current law bans tying dogs outdoors between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. and in severe weather.  

Animal welfare groups support bans on tying out dogs not only because the dogs can get 
injured, sometimes fatally, but because the practice can make the pets miserable and 
aggressive.  

At least two dozen communities have banned tethering, and more are considering 
banning or limiting it.  

No word from Leggett yet on whether he will accept the recommendations of the 
committee, which is tentatively slated to take up the issue again Jan. 20, according to 
council staff.   


