
Montgomery County's rising student population, stagnant schools' 
budget dominate get-together 
County Council, Board of Education members discuss strategies, collaboration 

by Andrew Ujifusa | Staff Writer 

This story was corrected on Sept. 22, 2010. An explanation follows the story. 

Questions on the next school budget, rapidly rising student population and Race to the 
Top were all on the menu when the County Council and school board members met 
Tuesday afternoon for lunch.  

Much of the discussion between the two groups focused on the school system's budget 
for next year. Board members stressed that they had to comply with state law by offering 
a fiscal 2012 schools budget at least as large as the $2.2 billion figure in fiscal 2011.  

But council members countered that some sort of budgetary Plan B, as Councilman Marc 
Elrich (D-At large) of Takoma Park put it, was also necessary.  

Both school board and council members stressed the importance of avoiding the 
acrimony of the last budget process, when the school board threatened to sue the council 
over school system budget cuts in April. But council members said Tuesday that tax 
revenue projections are essentially flat for the upcoming fiscal year, making the budget 
process and collaboration difficult.  

"We still haven't cleared that up," said school board member Laura Berthiaume (Dist. 2) 
of Rockville.  

Superintendent of Schools Jerry D. Weast focused on the school system's burgeoning 
student population, now topping 144,000, saying it would grow for the next five to 10 
years. In addition, he said educating the growing number of students living in poverty 
would put additional budget strains on the county.  

Council and board members also discussed strategies and opinions on statewide issues, 
such as the potential for teacher pension costs to be passed from state government to 
individual counties. They indicated that they would have to fight together against such a 
transfer.  

Councilwoman Valerie Ervin (D-Dist. 5) of Silver Spring, meanwhile, praised the school 
board for declining $12 million for the county in federal Race to the Top education 
reform funds. She said Race to the Top was designed to break up teachers' unions and 
undermine the public schools.  



Correction: The school board threatened to sue the council over school system budget 
cuts in April but did not actually do so.  


