Booklists for Summertime 2012 or Anytime!  
Children who have a reading or visual disability may be eligible for the Talking Book program offered by the Maryland  State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, www.lbph.lib.md.us. Call 1-800-964-9209 or e-mail  referenc@lbph.lib.md.us.   MCPL also has audiobooks and Large Type books.

Suggested Reading for Babies and Toddlers

Board Books

Ajmera, Maya. Global Babies. Baby faces from around the world.

Asim, Jabari. Whose Knees Are These? A rhyming celebration of knees.
Boynton, Sandra. Let’s Dance, Little Pokier. Little Pokier, a piglet, learns the joy of dance.
Cousins, Lucy. Hooray for Fish! Little Fish has all sorts of fishy friends.
Hamparian, Anahid. Beach Day! Say hello to everything you see at the beach.

Horacek, Petr. Beep Beep. A noisy car’s journey to Grandma’s house.

Kreloff, Elliot. Bouncy Baby. Babies like to clap, wave and snack.

Siminovich, Lorena. I Like Toys. Toys, textures and shapes to enjoy.

Wallace, Nancy Elizabeth. Planting Seeds. Count along as the bunnies start a garden.
Picture Books

Craig, Lindsey. Dancing Feet! We’ve all got dancing feet, even an elephant.

Ehlert, Lois. Rrralph. Ralph is an amazing dog; he can talk.

Fleming, Denise. Sleepy, Oh So Sleepy. It is time for everyone to go to sleep.

Fox, Mem. Ten Little Fingers and Ten Little Toes. A celebration of those lovely soft baby hands and feet.

Gravett, Emily. Orange Pear Apple Bear. Can just four words make a story? You bet!

Hacohen, Dean. Tuck Me In! Help tuck in the baby animals.
Henkes, Kevin. My Garden. A young girl dreams of her perfect garden.

Hopgood, Tim. Wow! Said the Owl. What happens in the daytime, an owl wonders.

Isadora, Rachel. Uh-Oh! What is baby doing? Uh-oh!

Johnson, Kelly. Look at the Baby. Babies, babies, babies from head to toe.

Martin, Bill. Kitty Cat, Kitty Cat, Are You Waking Up? Distractions abound for Kitty Cat as she gets ready in the morning.

Mother Goose. Pocketful of Posies. Traditional rhymes with art by Salley Mavor.

Portis, Antoinette. Not a Box. When is a box not a box? When it’s a rocket.

Tafolla, Carmen. Fiesta Babies. Come to the fiesta for music, dancing and fun.

Wells, Rosemary. Carry Me! Cuddles and kisses for a little rabbit.
Non Fiction
J 398.8 MIC. Michael Foreman’s Playtime Rhymes. Rhyme and play all through the day.

J 590 PET. Petting Zoo. Find out who’s waiting for you at the zoo.

J 641.5 Karmel. The Toddler Cookbook. Child-friendly treats to make and eat.

J 649.5 Wilner. The Baby’s Game Book. Bounces, tickles and fingerplays.
Suggested Reading for Preschoolers

Picture Books

Baker, Keith. LMNO Peas. Busy little peas with jobs, astronaut to zoologist.

Catusanu, Mircea. The Strange Case of the Missing Sheep. Super sheep dog rescues the missing sheep.

Clement, Nathan. Job Site. Heavy trucks dig, lift and carry on the job!

Cousins, Lucy. Maisy Goes to Preschool. Maisy’s fun-filled day at preschool.

Cronin, Doreen. Click, Clack, Splish, Splash. Animals go on a fishing expedition.

Ford, Bernette G. No More Blanket for Lambkin! An unexpected event occurs.

Gravett, Emily. Spells. A small frog wants to kiss a princess.

Grey, Mini. Three by the Sea. Fox stirs up trouble between Cat, Dog, and Mouse.

Heo, Yumi. Ten Days and Nine Nights. A girl awaits the arrival of her adopted sister.

Hills, Tad. How Rocket Learned to Read. Can a yellow bird teach Rocket the dog to read?

Hughes, Langston. My People. Poetry and photos celebrate African-Americans.

Jacobs, Paul DuBois. Fire Drill. What should the class do if there’s a fire?

Lies, Brian. Bats at the Library. Bats enjoy the photocopier and books.

Martin, Bill. Ten Little Caterpillars. Count the ten wiggly caterpillars.

McElligott, Matthew. The Lion’s Share. A tale of halving cake and eating it, too!

Morales, Melita. Jam & Honey. A little girl and a bee coexist in a garden.

Runton, Andy. Owly & Wormy, Friends All Aflutter. Owly and Wormy make butterfly friends.

Tonatiuh, Duncan. Dear Primo: A Letter to my Cousin. Letters between New York and Mexico.

Wong, Janet S. Hide & Seek. A family plays while they bake cookies.
Beginner
Arnold, Tedd. Fly High, Fly Guy! When his family gets lost, Fly Guy saves the day.

Capucilli, Alyssa Satin. Biscuit Visits The Big City. Enjoy the city with an excited puppy.

Ghigna, Charles. Barn Storm. A storm sets off a barnyard comedy.

Hayes, Geoffrey. Patrick in A Teddy Bear’s Picnic. Cartoon antics of Patrick the Teddy Bear.

Minarik, Else Holmelund. Little Bear and the Marco Polo. Little Bear loves grandfather’s seafaring tales.

Smith, Jeff. Little Mouse Gets Ready: a Toon Book. Can Little Mouse ever get his clothes on?

Willems, Mo. Today I Will Fly! Piggie wants to fly. Gerald thinks it is impossible.

Non Fiction
J 597 Stockdale. Fabulous Fishes. Some flash their lights, some like to hide.

J 599.5 Lunde. Hello, Baby Beluga. Beluga whales chirp, moo and whistle!

J 599.884 Gibbons. Gorillas. How gorillas live, eat, and raise their young.

J 613.7 Green. Keeping Fit. Have fun exercising!

J 628.925 Gorman. Firefighters. Join firefighters for an exciting day!

J 811 Dizzy. Dizzy Dinosaurs: Silly Dino Poems. Rhyme with the colorful dinosaurs.

J 917.5518 Bennett. Chesapeake Bay. Learn about our very own Chesapeake Bay!

JB GOODALL. Me … Jane. Little Jane Goodall and her toy gorilla.

Suggested Reading for Kids Entering Kindergarten
Picture Books
Becker, Bonny. A Visitor for Bear. Bear finds a surprise at his door.

Cyrus, Kurt. The Voyage of Turtle Rex. The sea turtle once lived with the dinosaurs.

Hoffman, Mary. Princess Grace. What does a princess really look like?

Johnson, Angela. Wind Flyers. A WWII Tuskegee airman shares his story.

London, Jonathan. Froggy Eats Out. Froggy has a restaurant adventure.

Millman, Isaac. Moses Goes to a Concert. He enjoys the concert even though he is deaf.

Mora, Pat. Gracias. A “celebration of family, friendship and fun!”

Nevius, Carol. Baseball Hour. Play ball!

Niemann, Christoph. The Pet Dragon: A Story About Adventure, Friendship and Chinese Characters.

Raffi. This Little Light of Mine. How can everyone shine in the school play?

Slate, Joseph. Miss Bindergarten Has a Wild Day in Kindergarten. A day full of surprises.

Watt, Melanie. Scaredy Squirrel. Will squirrel find his courage for a new adventure?

Wells, Rosemary. Yoko Writes Her Name. Yoko writes her name in Japanese.

Yolen, Jane How Do Dinosaurs Go to School? Would you want them at your school?
Beginner
Arnold, Tedd. Shoo, Fly Guy! Can Fly Guy find Buzz and a gooey snack?

Curtis, Matt. Six Empty Pockets. (Rookie Reader) A treasure for each pocket.

Hoberman, Mary Ann. You Read To Me, I’ll Read To You: Very Short Fairy Tales To Read Together. Read these surprising fairy tales.

Hooks, Gwendolyn. Nice Wheels. (My First Reader) Special wheels and special friends.

Klingel, Cynthia Fitterer. What a Week. (Wonder Books) What can you do this week?

Krensky, Stephen. Lionel and His Friends. The ups and downs of friendship.

Mackinnon, Mairi. Pirate Pat. (Usbourne Very First Reading) A pirate is at the door!
Parish, Peggy. Teach Us, Amelia Bedelia. School will never be the same!

Rylant, Cynthia. Mr. Putter & Tabby Take the Train. Can Tabby and Zeke sneak on the train?

Willems, Mo. I Am Invited to a Party! Gerald and Piggie get ready for a party.
J 597.3 Sexton. Manta Rays. (Blastoff! Readers) Watch the ray flip, jump and soar!

Non Fiction
J 510 Tang. Math-terpieces: The Art of Problem-Solving. Math and art will never be the same!

J 599.4 Gibbons. Bats. Amazing night creatures.

J 621.873 Askew. Cranes. (Mighty Machines) Rising high to get the job done!

J 743.6 Gibson. I Can Draw Animals. You can too!

J 793.7 Hall. Dino Riddles. Riddles for dinosaur fans.

J 793.73 Jones. 1001 Pirate Things to Spot. See how many you can find!

J 811 Hopkins. City I Love. Join a dog with a backpack on a journey around the world.

J 932 Cole. Ancient Egypt. Go back in time with Ms. Frizzle.

JB KELLER. A Picture Book of Helen Keller. Discover her extraordinary life.

JB PHELPS. How to Train with a T. Rex and Win 8 Gold Medals. Training for the Olympics.

Suggested Reading for Kids Entering 1st Grade

Picture Books

Becker, Bonny. A Bedtime For Bear. A guest bugs a bear who needs utter quiet to fall asleep.

Bennett, Kelly. Not Norman: a Goldfish Story. Can Norman be the best pet?

Brun-Cosme, Nadine. Big Wolf & Little Wolf. Is there room for two wolves at the top of the hill?

Child, Lauren. Slightly Invisible. A boy insists his sister leave him and his friend alone to play.

McDonnell, Patrick. The Gift of Nothing. The perfect gift for a friend who has everything.

McPhail, David. Pig Pig Returns. Pig Pig is worried about traveling across the country.

Preller, James. A Pirate’s Guide To First Grade. An adventure on the bus on the first day of school.

Rosenthal, Amy Krouse. Duck! Rabbit! What do you see? A rabbit or a duck?

Vamos, Samantha R. The Cazuela That the Farm Maiden Stirred. Preparing arroz con leche.

Beginner

Adler, David A. Young Cam Jansen and the Molly Shoe Mystery. Cam helps find missing shoes.

Chaconas, Dori. Cork & Fuzz: Finders Keepers. Fuzz finds Cork’s stone and decides to keep it.

George, Jean Craighead. Goose and Duck. A young boy becomes the “mother” to a goose. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Griffiths, Andy. The Big Fat Cow That Goes Kapow. A funny cow, mole, mouse and worm.

Michalak, Jamie. Joe and Sparky, Superstars! A giraffe tries to find a turtle’s talent.

Ormerod, Jan. Ballet Sisters: The Newest Dancer. Sylvie gets to attend ballet school.

Rosentiehl, Agnes. Silly Lilly In What Will I Be Today? Lilly tries a new job every day of the week.

Rylant, Cynthia. Annie and Snowball and the Cozy Nest. A girl and bunny see a nest being built.

Silverman, Erica. Cowgirl Kate and Cocoa: Horse In the House. Cocoa explores the house. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.

Van Leeuwen, Jean. Amanda Pig, First Grader. Amanda is very excited about starting first grade. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.

Willems, Mo. Pigs Make Me Sneeze! An elephant believes he is allergic to his best friend!

Yee, Wong Herbert. Mouse and Mole, Fine Feathered Friends. Two friends go bird watching!

Easy Juvenile Fiction

Elliott, David. The Cool Crazy Crickets Club. What do you do on a wide-open summer day?

Greene, Stephanie. Princess Posey and the First Grade Parade. A girl’s fear of starting first grade is eased on the first day of school. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.

Simon, Francesca. Horrid Henry and the Mummy’s Curse. Henry spooks Perfect Peter.

Voake, Steve. Daisy Dawson and the Secret Pond. A girl is determined to find two shy otters.

Non Fiction

J 398.2 MacDonald. How Many Donkeys? An Arabic counting book and one lost donkey.

J 567.9 Zoehfeld. Where Did Dinosaurs Come From? Information about evolution of dinosaurs.

J 591.5 Jenkins. Time For a Bath. Introduces silly and quirky ways some animals take a bath.

J 591.68 Jenkins. Can We Save the Tiger? A look at animals in danger of becoming extinct.

J 597.8 Markle. Hip-Pocket Papa. The male sits and waits as tadpoles wiggle into hidden pockets.

J 599.53 Wendorff (Beginner). Orcas. Simple text and photos introduce readers to killer whales.

J 629.225 Zobel. Diggers. Pictures and text give an introduction to digger parts and what they do.

J 942.1 Rubbino. A Walk In London. A child’s view of London’s attractions blends artwork with facts.

JB EARHART. Night Flight. An account of Amelia’s dangerous 1932 flight across the Atlantic Ocean.

JB OBAMA. Meet President Barack Obama. Introduces readers to the life of our president.

JB TAYLOR. Queen of the Falls. A woman who decided to go over Niagara Falls in a barrel.

Suggested Reading for Kids Entering 2nd Grade

Beginner

Danziger, Paula. Get Ready for Second Grade, Amber Brown. A new teacher, but the same old bossy Hannah. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Gantos, Jack. Three Strikes for Rotten Ralph. A conceited cat plays baseball.

Hayes, Geoffrey. Benny and Penny in The Big No-No! Messed up mudpies and monster footprints.

Kvasnosky, Laura McGee. Zelda and Ivy: The Big Picture. The fox sisters enjoy three exciting outings.

Marshall, James. George and Martha: Round and Round. Two funny hippos, three silly stories.

McMullan, Kate. Pearl and Wagner: One Funny Day. Surprises in school for two good friends. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Mills, Claudia. Gus and Grandpa Go Fishing. Catching a fish isn’t as easy as it looks. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Ries, Lori. Good Dog, Aggie!. Aggie is such a slow learner at doggie school.

Sharmat, Marjorie Weinman. Nate the Great and the Big Sniff. Nate’s dog Sludge is missing. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Van Leeuwen, Jean. Oliver Pig and the Best Fort Ever. Friends + a fort = FUN. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Easy Juvenile Fiction

Averill, Esther Holden. The School for Cats. “Once upon a time there was a Boarding School for Cats off in the country.”

Cameron, Ann. The Stories Julian Tells. Julian can tell some real whoppers to his brother. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Cosby, Bill. One Dark and Scary Night. Little Bill imagines scary events in his bedroom.

Evans, Douglas. The Elevator Family. The ups and downs of a strange situation.

Greene, Stephanie. Princess Posey and the Perfect Present. Posey plans a gift for her favorite teacher. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Hicks, Betty. Swimming with Sharks. Should Rita switch teams to be with her friend? Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Lowry, Lois. Gooney Bird Greene. Gooney Bird tells amazing stories, starting with how she got her name. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
McDonald, Megan. Stink and the Great Guinea Pig Express. Can Stink find homes for 101 guinea pigs? Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Nolan, Lucy A. Home on the Range. Two dog friends run free in the Wild West.

Roy, Ron. Trapped on the D.C. Train. The last train car is missing, and so is the vice president!

Say, Allen. Kamishibai Man. A retired street performer in Japan performs once more.
Juvenile Fiction

Atinuke. Anna Hibiscus. A fantastic family lives in amazing Africa.

Gifford, Peggy Elizabeth. Moxy Maxwell Does Not Love Stuart Little. Moxy must finish her summer reading before school begins. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Lewis, Josh. Super Chicken Nugget Boy and the Furious Fry. A boy is transformed into a deep fried hero.

Salisbury, Graham Calvin Coconut: Hero of Hawaii. During a flood, Calvin makes a daring rescue.

Schlitz, Laura Amy. The Night Fairy. Flory the fairy learns to do things differently now that her wings are broken. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Non Fiction

J 551.48 Wells. Did a Dinosaur Drink this Water? Learn all about our favorite liquid.

J 599.744 Markle. Outside and Inside Big Cats. All about lions, tigers, leopards, and other cats.

J 637 Greenstein. Ice-Cream Cones For Sale! Who invented the ice-cream cone?

J 780 Aliki. Ah, Music! A fascinating and thorough exploration of music.

J 811 Florian. Comets, Stars, The Moon, and Mars: Space Poems and Paintings. Art inspired by planets and other celestial objects.

Suggested Reading for Kids Entering 3rd Grade
Easy Juvenile Fiction
Duffey, Betsy. How to be Cool in the Third Grade. Robbie tries to be “cool” after a bully targets him. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Farjeon, Eleanor. Elsie Piddock Skips in Her Sleep. Everyone knows about Elsie and her rope skipping—even the fairies.

Grimes, Nikki. Make Way for Dyamonde Daniel. Dyamonde may be new in town, but it won’t stop her from making a name for herself. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Han, Jenny. Clara Lee and the Apple Pie Dream. Clara Lee enters the Little Miss Apple Pie competition. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Kelly, Katy. Lucy Rose: Big on Plans. Lucy Rose has big plans for the summer between third and fourth grades.

Kerrin, Jessica Scott. Martin Bridge Blazing Ahead! Martin’s camping trip is a weekend with the works. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Loizeaux, William. Clarence Cochran, a Human Boy. Clarence the cockroach turns into a tiny human boy. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Look, Lenore. Ruby Lu, Brave and True. Almost 8-years-old Ruby Lu has adventures galore. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Reynolds, Aaron. Metal Man. With the help of the Metal Man, Devon tries to weld his own sculpture.

Woodson, Jacqueline. The Other Side. A fence divides land but not friendship between two girls, one white, one African-American.

Juvenile Fiction

Friedman, Laurie B. Mallory’s Guide to Boys, Brothers, Dads, and Dogs. Mallory is determined to become an expert on boys, brothers, dads, and dogs.

Harper, Charise Mericle. Just Grace. Why is Grace’s neighbor getting mail from her cat?

Krosoczka, Jarrett. Lunch Lady and the Cyborg Substitute. (Graphic Novel) What does Lunch Lady do when she’s not serving up lunch? She serves up justice!

McAllister, Angela. Digory the Dragon Slayer. Digory is mistaken for a fierce dragon hunter.

McCall Smith, Alexander. Akimbo and the Elephants. Akimbo helps his father set a trap for a hungry lion. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Osborne, Mary Pope. The One-Eyed Giant. Adventures with Greek gods and monsters.

Stilton, Geronimo. The Giant Diamond Robbery. (Geronimo Stilton) Geronimo becomes a caddie for his grandfather in a golf tournament.

Walter, Mildred Pitts. Suitcase. Xander may be tall, but he’s terrible at basketball. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Ward, Nick. Gorilla City (The Amazing Adventures of Charlie Small) The first amazing adventure of 8-year-old Charlie Small.

White, E.B. Stuart Little. The adventures of a mouse born to a normal human family. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Non Fiction

J 325.73 Maestro. Coming to America: The Story of Immigration. How did the U.S. become such a diverse nation?

J 591.41 Jenkins. Actual Size. Imagine—an eyeball bigger than your head!

J 591.75 Bishop. Backyard Detective: Critters Up Close. What lives in your yard or in the park?

J 629.454 Graham. You Wouldn’t Want to Be on Apollo 13! The unlucky Apollo 13 mission to the moon.

J 636.7 Dennis. Nubs: The True Story of a Mutt, a Marine & a Miracle. A wild dog befriends a Marine in Iraq.

J 641 Solheim. It’s Disgusting — And We Ate It! Fun facts about food. Don’t read this while eating! Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
J 811 Silverstein. Everything On It: Poems and Drawings. An amazing collection of poems and drawings from Shel Silverstein.

J 951 Cole. Ms. Frizzle Adventures: Imperial China. The Frizz takes her students to Ancient China.

JB COLEMAN. Talkin’ About Bessie: The Story of Aviator Elizabeth Coleman. Learn about the first African American woman to earn a pilot’s license.

JB EINSTEIN. Odd Boy Out: Young Albert Einstein. The strange but brilliant child, Albert Einstein.

Suggested Reading for Kids Entering 4th Grade

Easy Juvenile Fiction
Birney, Betty G. The World According to Humphrey. Fourth grade is a funny and

adventurous time for the class’s pet hamster.

Cameron, Ann. Gloria Rising. A bully starts the teacher trouble, an astronaut helps solve it. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Singh, Vandana. Younguncle Comes to Town. Can uncle live up to all the stories about him?

Juvenile Fiction

Coville, Bruce. Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher. You can never tell what will come out of an egg bought in a magic shop. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
DiTerlizzi, Tony. Kenny and the Dragon. Only Kenny is willing to save the life of his newest friend.

Elder, Joshua. Mail Order Ninja. (Graphic Novel) Get a ninja in the mail—life will never be the same.

Fleischman, Sid. The Whipping Boy. Wellnamed Prince Brat runs away, taking Jemmy with him straight into adventures. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Gaiman, Neil. Odd and the Frost Giants. A Viking boy teams with the Norse gods to battle winter. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Hurwitz, Johanna. Class President. Julio wants to run for president, but his best friend already is. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Jennings, Patrick. We Can’t All Be Rattlesnakes. Crusher and her mouse friend plan to escape. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Knudson, Mike. Raymond and Graham, Dancing Dudes. Two friends deal with bullies, and worse, dancing!

Levine, Gail Carson. The Fairy’s Return. A princess marry a baker’s boy? Never, till a fairy intervenes.

Lin, Grace. The Year of the Dog. Will Grace really have good luck this year?

Lombard, Jenny. Drita, My Homegirl. Making friends in a new country isn’t easy.

McCall Smith, Alexander. Akimbo and the Lions. It takes courage to trap a lion, or raise one!

Moss, Marissa. Alien Eraser To the Rescue. Max records life at home and school in his notebook.

Umansky, Kaye. Clover Twig and the Magical Cottage. The witch’s young housekeeper has her hands full! Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Yee, Lisa. Bobby vs. Girls (accidentally). One small fight sparks a fourth-grade battle. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Non Fiction

J 393.3 Halls. Mysteries of the Mummy Kids. Kid mummies have been found all over the world. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
J 398.2 Gibbons. Behold - the Unicorns!. Are these creatures legend or fact?

J 551.2 Grace. Forces of Nature. A tour of earth’s natural disasters.

J 590 Siwanowicz. Animals Up Close. Get closer than you ever imagined to some scary critters.

J 597.95 Bishop. Lizards. Take a close-up look at these astonishing creatures and their surprising lives!

J 599.4 Carson. The Bat Scientists. Explore the world of bats and the new disease that could wipe them out.

J 641.5636 Gillies. The Jumbo Vegetarian Cookbook. Try some fun-to-cook meatless meals.

J 782.42 DiPucchio. Sipping Spiders Through a Straw. Gross songs to sing all summer.

J 793.7 Lupton. Riddle Me This! Stories and riddles to challenge your brain.

J 811 Fehler. Change-Up: Baseball Poems. High pitches, curve balls, strike outs--they’re all here.

J 919.8 Pipe Polar Region Survival. Where it’s REALLY cold outside!

J B HARRISON The Man Who Made Time Travel. John works to build a clock to keep the ships on course and win the prize.

J B HENSON I, Matthew Henson. Nothing can stop Henson from becoming a great explorer.

J B REEVES Bad News for Outlaws. The remarkable life of a former slave who became a deputy U.S. marshal in the Old West.

J B SIEGEL To Dance. A girl’s story of ballerina dreams and becoming a dancer in this graphic novel life story.

Suggested Reading for Kids Entering 5th Grade

Juvenile Fiction

Amato, Mary. Invisible Lines. Trevor doesn’t want his new friends to know his dad is in jail.

Applegate, Katherine. Home of the Brave. An African refugee boy befriends a cow in America.

Avi. Poppy and Rye. Two brave mice on one daring adventure!

Barrett, Tracy. The Beast of Blackslope. Xena and Xander work on Sherlock Holmes’ unsolved cases. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Forbes, Esther. Johnny Tremain. He’s a young messenger during the American Revolution. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Going, K.L. The Liberation of Gabriel King. A boy and girl make lists to overcome their fears. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Higgins, F.E. The Bone Magician. Working at a morgue seems safe, until a body sits up and talks.

Hobbs, Valerie. Defiance. Cancer patient Toby learns a lot about living... and dying. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Hofmeyr, Dianne. Eye of the Moon. Can the poisoned boy-king Tuthmosis regain his throne?

Jacques, Brian. Redwall. (Graphic Novel) All the heroes, villains and battles, now in pictures! Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. 
Jones, Diana Wynne. Enchanted Glass. Aiden flees from the creepy creatures trying to kill him. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. 
Korman, Gordon. Swindle. Griffin will do anything to get back what’s rightfully his. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. 
Lyons, Jayne. 100% Wolf. After Freddy’s first transwolftation, he finds he’s a small pink poodle!

Montalbano, Andrea. Breakaway. Soccer is LJ’s life until she gets suspended from the team.

Morpurgo, Michael. Kensuke’s Kingdom. Michael’s stuck on a desert island, but not alone. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Paulsen, Gary. Lawn Boy. A boy accidentally turns a summer job into a mountain of cash. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Roberts, Willo Davis. The View from the Cherry Tree. No one believes Rob really saw a murder. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Shahan, Sherry. Frozen Stiff. Kids must survive the Alaskan wilderness after losing their kayak.

Smiley, Jane. A Good Horse. Does Abby’s beloved horse really belong to someone else?

St. John, Lauren. The White Giraffe. Martine relocates to Africa where she sees a white giraffe. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Urban, Linda. A Crooked Kind of Perfect. How can Zoe become a piano prodigy without a piano? Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Vande Velde, Vivian. Three Good Deeds. Howard steals eggs and is turned into a goose.

Wilhelm, Doug. The Revealers. Three outcasts unite to stop bullying at their school.

Wilson, Nathan D. Leepike Ridge. Trapped in a cave with murderous treasure-seekers!

Non Fiction

J 001.94 Allen. Unexplained: An Encyclopedia of Curious Phenomena, Strange

Superstitions, and Ancient Mysteries. The title says it all.

J 509.22 Jackson. Extreme Scientists: Exploring Nature’s Mysteries from Perilous Places. They work in Earth’s most intense conditions. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
J 551.46 Burns. Tracking Trash: Flotsam, Jetsam, and the Science of Ocean Motion. There’s so much you can learn from trash! Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. 
J 613.69 Champion. In an Emergency. From angry animals to wild weather, how to survive alive.

J 741.5 Roche. Comic Strips: Create Your Own Comic Strips From Start to Finish. Learn the ins and outs of making your own comics.

J 811 Singer. Mirror Mirror: A Book of Reversible Verse. Poetry to flip over.

J 910.9 Ross. Into the Unknown: How Great Explorers Found Their Way by Land, Sea and Air. 14 journeys in cross-section fold-outs.

J 931 O’Connor. The Emperor’s Silent Army. Learn the secrets of the terracotta warriors. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
J B THUMB. Tom Thumb: The Remarkable True Story of a Man in Miniature. Who is he?

Suggested Reading for Kids Entering 6th Grade

Fiction

Avi. Romeo and Juliet—Together (and Alive) At Last. At South Orange River School everybody's waiting for the kissing scene!

Birdsall, Jeanne. The Penderwicks at Point Mouette. This summer, Skye is the Oldest Available Penderwick. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Cottrell Boyce, Frank. Cosmic. Mistaken for an adult, Liam finds himself in an off-course rocket ship. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. 
Dawson, Willow. Lila & Ecco’s Do-It-Yourself Comics Club. (Graphic Novel) Best friends create a comic book.

Erskine, Kathryn. The Absolute Value of Mike. Mike spends the summer with his eccentric relatives Moo and Poppy. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Flores-Galbis, Enrique. 90 Miles To Havana. In 1961, Julian leaves his family behind in Cuba.

Frederick, Heather Vogel. The Mother-Daughter Book Club. Sixth graders ask, “What would Jo March do?”

Gantos, Jack. Dead End in Norvelt. Is Jack’s summer ruined when he is “grounded for life?” Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Hiaasen, Carl. Scat. An unpopular science teacher disappears in the Florida Everglades. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Jacobson, Jennifer. Small as an Elephant. Jack’s mom disappears in Acadia National Park.

Konigsburg, E.L. The View from Saturday. Four sixth-graders enter an Academic Bowl competition. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. 
Levine, Gail Carson. A Tale of Two Castles. Elodie is apprenticed to a dragon.

Mass, Wendy. 11 Birthdays. Amanda’s birthday seems to be repeating itself!?!

Shang, Wendy Wan Long. The Great Wall of Lucy Wu. Lucy plans on a perfect sixth grade year. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Taylor, Mildred D. Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry. Cassie is bewildered and hurt by the ugly racism surrounding her. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Vanderpool, Clare. Moon over Manifest. Will Abilene uncover a local mystery in Manifest, Kansas, 1936? Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Williams-Garcia, Rita. One Crazy Summer. In 1968, Delphine and her sisters spend the summer at a Black Panther camp. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Yee, Lisa. Stanford Wong Flunks Big-Time. Will Stanford have to miss summer basketball camp?

Non Fiction

J 001.9 Murphy. Stuff that Scares Your Pants Off! The Science Scoop on more than 30 Terrifying Phenomena! Solid science and hilarious writing.

J 297 Barnard. The Genius of Islam: How Muslims Made the Modern World.
A history of Islamic civilization and culture.

J 323.1196 Partridge. Marching for Freedom: Walk Together, Children, and Don’t You Grow Weary. Marching for civil rights in Selma, Alabama, 1965. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
J 636.7 Coren. Why Do Dogs Have Wet Noses? Understand your devoted companion. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
640 Moss. Where’s My Stuff? The Ultimate Teen Organizing Guide. Never lose anything again!

J 796.357 GREENBURG. Hammerin’ Hank Greenberg: Baseball Pioneer. He battled anti-Semitism both on and off the baseball field.

J 940.4 Murphy. Truce: The Day the Soldiers Stopped Fighting. The Christmas truce of 1914 on the Western Front. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
J 950 Galloway. Adventures on the Ancient Silk Road. Three explorers follow this ancient route from East to West. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
J 973.7 Swanson. Chasing Lincoln’s Killer. The escape and search for John Wilkes Booth. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. 
J 974.71 Marrin. Flesh and Blood so Cheap: The Triangle Fire and its Legacy. A factory disaster in 1911. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
MCPL Enjoyable Reads for Middle Schoolers

Juvenile Fiction
Bradford, Chris. Young Samurai: Way of the Warrior. Shipwrecked, then rescued by a master swordsman, Jack undergoes grueling samurai training. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Ibbotson, Eva. Which Witch? White witch Belladona tries to win the heart of wizard Arriman the Awful, who’s holding a spell-casting contest to find a wife. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. 
Morpurgo, Michael. War Horse. Joey, a courageous English farm horse sold to the army, experiences the horrors of World War I. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Young Adult Fiction
Anderson, Laurie Halse. Chains. Promised freedom if she spies on her Loyalist owners, Isabel is unsure whom to trust but is determined to be free. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Carter, Ally. I’d Tell You I Love You, But Then I’d Have to Kill You. At the Gallagher Academy, Cammie trains to become a spy, but no covert operations classes can prepare her for falling in love. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Engle, Margarita. Hurricane Dancers: The First Caribbean Pirate Shipwreck. Quebrado has been forced to live on board pirate ships, but a hurricane destroys his current ship and most of the crew.

Feinstein, John. Cover-up. Teen reporters Steve and Susan Carol uncover a huge doping scandal at the Super Bowl. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Friend, Natasha. Perfect. Isabelle struggles with an eating disorder while dealing with a turbulent home life and social pressures at school.

Hale, Shannon. Goose Girl. After a failed assassination attempt, crown princess Ani goes into hiding, disguising herself as a goose girl. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Horowitz, Anthony. Stormbreaker. Alex Rider’s life is suddenly thrust into the spy-world of MI6, having to save not only his life, but that of every child in England.

Meyer, Carolyn. Beware, Princess Elizabeth. Sisterly rivalry is at its deadliest as a young Elizabeth seeks to gain the throne of England. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Myers, Walter Dean and Ross Workman. Kick. Headed for juvie, can Kevin, 13 and a star soccer player, turn things around, aided by an unlikely ally?

Neri, Greg. Yummy: The Last Days of a Southside Shorty. Was gang member Yummy a cold-blooded killer or victim? Graphic novel based on a true story.

Pierce, Tamora. Terrier. Beka, a law-enforcement rookie, uses her ability to communicate with the dead to stop a crime wave propelled by dark magic. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. 
Richards, Justin. The Death Collector. As monsters terrorize Victorian London, three teens must stop a madman from reanimating even more dead humans and dinosaurs.

Schmidt, Gary D. Okay for Now. How can Audubon’s Birds of America and annoying Lil help Doug handle his mean older brother, abusive father, and school problems? Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. 
Woodson, Jacqueline. After Tupac & D Foster. A new friend and the death of a rapper open the eyes of two friends to life beyond their Queens, NY neighborhood. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. 
Non Fiction
J 919.8 KIM. Kimmel, Elizabeth Cody. Ice Story: Shackleton’s Lost Expedition. Follow Sir Ernest Shackleton and his crew’s perilous journey and fight for survival in Antarctica.

J 973.0496 NEL. Nelson, Kadir. Heart and Soul: The Story of America and African Americans. Nelson’s exquisitely illustrated book traces African
American history from slavery to President Obama’s election.

J Biography Say. Say, Allen. Drawing from Memory. Say’s passion for drawing is revealed in this part memoir, part graphic novel.

J Biography Lincoln. Swanson, James L. Bloody Times: The Funeral of Abraham Lincoln and the Manhunt for Jefferson Davis. This suspense-filled thriller sheds light on the two fallen leaders of the North and South.

MCPL Enjoyable Reads for High Schoolers

Young Adult Fiction
Donnelly, Jennifer. A Northern Light. Burdened by poverty, family demands, and expectations to marry, as well as by a mysterious local murder, Mattie still dreams of becoming a writer.

Goldman, Steven. Two Parties, One Tux, and a Very Short Film about The Grapes of Wrath. What a week Mitchell is having: His best friend came out to him, his GPA may take a hit due to his questionable claymation film; and a popular girl wants to go to prom with him.

Harper, Suzanne. The Juliet Club. While studying Shakespeare in Verona, Italy, Kate answers letters from the lovelorn for the Juliet Club. What does love

have in store for Kate?

Hornby, Nick. Slam. After learning that his ex-girlfriend is pregnant, Sam tries to make the right decisions with the help of the world's greatest skateboarder—Tony Hawk. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Lockhart, E. The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks. Frankie seeks revenge when her boyfriend refuses to share anything about his membership
in the all-male Loyal Order of the Basset Hounds. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Lynch, Janet Nichols. Messed Up. R.D., 15, works hard to keep secret that he is alone and homeless.

McKinley, Robin. Chalice. The inexperienced Mirasol is named Chalice, the chief advisor, to the new Master of Willowlands, who is an apprentice fire priest. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Mullin, Mike. Ashfall. When the Yellowstone National Park supervolcano erupts, bringing darkness, violence, and chaos, Alex begins a harrowing search for his family.

Myers, Walter Dean. Sunrise over Fallujah. Robin, 18, joins the Army and is deployed to Iraq, facing violence and “an enemy we can't identify and friends

we're not sure about.” Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Northrop, Michael. Trapped. During the worst blizzard in U.S. history, seven teens are trapped in their high school with no power, heat, food, or cell phones. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. 
Pullman, Philip. The Golden Compass. Lyra and her daemon encounter warrior bears, flying witches, and evil scientists as she travels to the Far North in search

of her kidnapped friend. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Reinhardt, Dana. How to Build a House. Harper's life changes after spending her summer building a home in a tornado-destroyed town in Tennessee. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Spollen, Anne. The Shape of Water. Trying to cope with her mother’s suicide, what is real or imaginary pulls at Magdalena's sanity until she comes to terms

with her mom’s death.

Wolff, Virginia Euwer. Make Lemonade. The only one who responds to 17-year old Jolly’s school poster seeking a babysitter for her two children is 14-year-old LaVaughn. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Adult Fiction

Albom, Mitch. The Five People You Meet in Heaven. In his after-life, Eddie, an 83-year-old veteran, encounters five people from his past. Had his life been as meaningless as he thought? Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Gaiman, Neil and Terry Pratchett. Good Omens: The Nice and Accurate Prophecies of Agnes Nutter, Witch. With the world expected to end next
Saturday, a fussy angel and a fast-living demon team up to avert Armageddon. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Non Fiction

302 GLA. Gladwell, Malcolm. The Tipping Point: How Little Things Can Make a Big Difference. Exploring the moment "an idea, trend, or...behavior crosses a threshold, tips, and spreads like wildfire." Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
394.12 SCH. Schlosser. Eric. Chew on This: Everything You Don’t Want to Know about Fast Food. You may think twice about eating fast food again in this humorous and alarming behind-the-scenes look at the industry. Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
614.57 PRE/RL. Preston, Richard. The Hot Zone. What happens when a highly infectious, deadly virus hits the suburbs of Washington, D.C.? Available in audio format from the Talking Book program through the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
741.5944 SAT. Satrapi, Marjane. Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood. A memoir in black and white comic strip images of growing up in Iran during the Islamic Revolution.
